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TO THE 


SOVER E I G N, 


f | ; 
ON THE MINISTER'S CONDUCT IN. REJECTING _ 


THE PETITIONS OF THE 


| LIEUTENANTS OF THE ROYAL NAVY. 


$STRIGCGTURE'S 


ON THE LATE 


PROMOTION OF FLAG OFFICERS. 


I take my cauſe 
Out of the gripes of cruel men, and give it 
To a moſt noble Judge——Txzz King my MASTER. 


Shakeſpeare's Henry VIII. 
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AN | 
ADDRESS, &c. 
8 IRE, 

Wren men have purſued, without ſuc- 
ceſs, the ordinary means to procure what they 
think both reaſon and juſtice entitle them to, 
it is natural to have recourſe. to ſuch methods 
as may appear fingular and extraordinary.— 
Such is the mode I now preſume to adopt, 
in thus addreſſing your Majeſty. It is not, 
however, the firſt inſtance which has occurred, 
of a ſubject offering his ſentiments. in this 
public manner to his Sovereign. The preſent 
Addreſs, deficient as it will be of that energy 
of language, elegance of expreſhon, and 
powerful reaſoning, which characteriſed the 
Writer who has progueed me a precedent. 
during your Majeſty's reign; ſhall be equally 
wanting in the acuminous reproach, ſevere 


irony, and dictatorial ſtyle, which as remark - 


ably diſtinguiſhed: che Production to which 1 
allule. 


bl 
. 


L 2 15 
In the peruſal of the following ſheets, 
mould they attain to that honour, your Ma- 
jeſty need not be apprehenſive of the inſulting 
poignancy of arepublican enthuſiaſt. Although 
truths proceed from my pen, they ſhall be 
cloathed in the language of decency and reſ- 
pect, and accompanied with ſentiments of 
duty, loyalty, and affection. 

With this introduction, permit me, Sir, to 
ſolicit your attention to the caſe of a Corps 
of your Officers, who, I may aſſert, without 
. preſumption, have at leaſt. diſtinguiſhed. 
themſelves by the moſt diligent and active 
diſcharge of that duty, they owe to your 

Majeſty, and to the Public. | 
Independent of any natural attachment, or 
partial inclination for the profeſſion in which I 
have the honour to rank, I am juſtified by 
the voice of the nation, in pronouncing, that 
the Navy of England, as it is juſtly termed 
the national bulzwark, ſo does it deſerve and de- 
mand a firſs and preferable conſideration. I 
' ſhould be ſorry to have my meaning miſcon-, 
ſtrued into the leaſt diminution of that reſ pect 
which is due to one of the fineſt armies in the 
world; it juſtly merits the attention with 
which it is ſo highly diſtinguiſhed by its So- 


vereign, and the records of time muſt convey 


to 


E 


to lateſt poſterity, its glorious atchievements 


in every quarter of the Globe. But whilſt 1 


pay this juſt tribute of applauſe, 1 yet beg 
leave to maintain, that in a national point of 
view, from the natural ſtate of the country; 
from its comparative minutenefs with the ex- 
tenſive territory, and vaſt population of our 
powerful neighbours ; from its inſular fitua- 
tion, and commercial dependance ; it could 
not exiſt without a Navy, ſufficient to cowbar 
the united force of the Principal Matitime 
States of Europe, which are in 1ts viciniry.- — 
Without the Fleet, could our Army long with- 
ftand that hoft of foes Which would ruſh 
like a torrent upon us from evety part of the 
Continent! Could our Army protect that 
Commerce, which! is the genuine ſpring of all 
our greatneſs; the ſtamina from whence the 
Army itſelf derives its ſupport 3 ; and indepen- 
dent of which, we could no longer exiſt as a 
powerful and We nation ? It would be a 
much more probable conjecture, (however : 
neceſſary their co-operation may be) that a 
ſufficient naval force would not only protect 
our commerce, but repel every attempt that 
our enemies could make to invade the king- 
dom, To pſe the words of a very ſepliple 


: B 2 writer z 


#2 
' writer® on this ſubject, 4 Naval Power is 
Fe our proper and national defence; and liberty 
& cannot be endangered by any increaſe of it.“ 

If ſuch be the value of the Britiſh Navy, 
which believe is inconteſtible, whatever me- 
rit the Army may juſtly be allowed to poſſeſs, 
Kill, in a political Light, it certainly is only 
entitled to a ſecondary rank in the eyes of every 

Engliſnman. It is impoſſible for any Britiſh 
Nayal Officer, who has the power of reflection, 
=. not to have a juſt idea of Nayal conſequence ; 
; an idea that ſhould be encouraged with the 
| - niceſt care, as it nouriſhes that daring ſpirit 
| | of enterprize, which has rendered the Engliſh | 

= Navy fo conſpicuous. For this reaſon, it has 
given much ſerious concern to your Majeſty's 
Naval Officers to perceiye, in the conduct of 
their Royal Maſter, 2 2 predilection for the 
Army. Surely it will be deemed a pardona- 
ble fault, to feel an enyious diſſatisfaction at 

vot having their toils rewarded by a full and. 
equal participation of their Sovereign's ſmiles. 

Their purſuirs—the defence, the promotian 
of your Majeſty's and the nations honour, 

_ are the ſame ; their tails, their angieties, 
their dangery are mutual; but i is ſuch their 


* Vide Gregory? $ Effays, Hiſtorical and Moral. 
cemuneration ? ? 


£84 | 
remuneration ?—The applauſe, the counte- 
nance of his Prince, is the Soldier's beſt reward. 
In the term Soldier, I here include both Mi- 


| litary and Naval. How greatly has the 


former, in this reſpect, the advantage f 
the latter. What numbers of the firſt are 
conſtantly attendant upon your Royal Perſon, 
both in public and in private! How very few 
of the latter, and thoſe only of the very ſu- 
perior ranks, have acceſs to your preſence! 
A Blue Coat is as ſeldom to be met with, as 


flattery and diſſimulation are common, with» 
in the  precinGs . of the Palace. But, 


Sir, it is not the glitter, the parade, the 
mere attendance upon à Court, which can 
create an envious with in their breaſts; they, 
perhaps, feel themſelves unqualified for it; 
there is about them, at leaſt the major part, 
a profeſſional bluntneſs, an honeſt fincerity, 


Which renders them aukward and unfit ta 
move within the Courtly Circle. But, are 


they leſs alive to the niceſt ſenſe of hanour, 


or the leſs jealous of that bonourable diſ- 
tinction? Every Regiment, in rotation, whilſt 


in England, has the ſatis faction of annually 


appearing in your Majeſty's preſence; of being 
minutely and individually inſpected; of prov. 


ing in ſome degree, their merit; and of te- 
| ceiving 


IE n 
celving your Royal approbation.— The differ- 
ent nature of the Naval Service may not ad- 
mit of ſo regular an attention; but ſurely 
ſome farther notice might be taken of the 
Fleet, chan the formal and tranſitory parade 
of a Spithead Review, once in a number of 
years. Theſe and many concurrent circum- 
ftances neceſſarily lead them to conclude, that 
the Army poſſeſſes a ſuperior place in your 
Royal favour; and their regret at ſuch à diſ- 
tinction is much heightened by their obſer- 
vations of a reverſe in that nation, the aug- 
mentation and improvement of whoſe Marine, 
as it is daily increafing, ſo it ſhould in this, 
be the object of jealous attention and alarm. 
In that kingdom, from a policy, not derived 
from abſolute neceſſity, but from a thirſt: for 
empire, and a ſpirit of envy, inimical to Bri- 
tain and its dependencies, the Monarch ho- 
nours his Marine with the moſt marked atten- 
tion. He is reducing that Army, by which 
his predeceſſors had ſought to gratify their 
ambition, in obtaining univerſal” Monarchy ; 
and wiſely increaſing his Naval Eſtabliſhment, 
which experience has demonſtrated, can alone 
render him forniidable to this country. No- 
thing that can promote its ſtrength, or its cre- 
dit, is left undone ; its diſtinguiſhed Officers 
are 


14 
are the immediate companions and adviſers of 
their Sovereign; he perſonally viſits the Na- 
val operations; and it has been ſaid, he 
intends making his rrinee ſea pon A Rog ; 
Reſidence. 
In each country the contraſt is ole ay the 
different nature of the Governments ſeems to 
operate againſt the policy. In an abſolute Go- 

. vernment, like that of France, a large and 
ſtanding Army has ever been deemed indiſ- 
penfibly neceſſary to its ſecurity; and its Naval 
force conſidered as an inferior object of utili- 
ty. In a mixed and free Government, like that 
of Britain, a large and ſtanding Army becomes 
unneceſſary for the like purpoſe; nay, it 
cauſes diſtruſt in the people; and were not 

their doubts abſorbed in a firm reliance upon 
a native and a patriot Prince, every refiſtance. 
would be made to the increaſe of, or partiality 
towards, the Army Eſtabliſhment. Of this. 
the recent debates upon the plans propoſed by 

a noble Duke of high Military rank, and the 
rejection thereof, bear ample teſtimony. 

It has been ſaid, that your Majeſty's reſpect 
towards the Navy, has been evidenced by the 
appointment of one of the Royal Family to 
the proteſſion; but is not the Army in this 
We more honoured? And is it not an ho» 

nourable 
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(8 ] 
nourable and proper mode of provifion for one 
of the younger branches ? 
Such as J have expreſſed, Sir, are the ge- 


neral ſentiments of the Naval Corps, who, 
ſenſible of their loyalty and affection, con- 


ſcious of their ardent deſire to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves in the ſervice of their country, and 
to hazard their lives and every thing that is 


dear to them, to vindicate the national honour 


and protect her intereſts, are ſeverely hurt at 
the idea of being ſlighted by their Sovereign. 


This, Sir, is the natural inference to be 


drawn from that ſpecies of contumelious 
neglect which has been lately ſnewn by your 
Majeſty's Miniſter, to the reſpectful and un- 
aſſuming applications made by the LiIiEUrE- 


NANTs of your Royar Navy, for a relief 


from that ſtate of indigence, to which, by the 
inadequacy and diſproportion of their pay, 
and the preſent very high price of proviſions, 
and every neceſfiary of life, the majority of 
them are reduced. Their firſt Petition, pre- 
ferred by a very opulent, diſintereſted Mem- 
ber ; and their ſecond, by a Gentleman whoſe 
ſuperior talents are an ornament to the Britiſh 
Senate, was, by the Prime Miniſter of the king - 
dom, rejected, without even the ceremony 
uſually obſerved on ſuch -occafions,—a due 

** b | con- 


(9) jo 
conſideration of its merits; Surely ſuch a ſpecies, 
of ſhameful indifference, ſuch barefaced and in- 
decent contempt ftands unprecedented, and de- 
ſerves the ſevereſt animadverſion. Cart it be 


countenanced by a Prince, who is ſaid to be the 


Father of his People, and ſenſibly alive to the 
diſtreſſes of every individual within his xnow- 
tedge! and yet, dare any Miniſter” thus treat. 
the reſpectful application of a Corps of Offi- 
cers, Whom he knew poſſeſſed the warm 
wiſhes of their Sovereign ? 

Happy, Sir, would this body of Officers 
be, to find their apprehenſions ill- founded; 
How would their hearts glow with grateful 
pleaſure, to feel themſelves poſſeſſing a full 
participation of their Royal Maſter's friend- 
ſhip and benevolence! Can a more fayourable 
opportunity of conviction occur, than is nor 
offered; whilſt their ſenſibility is ſmarting 
from the unmerited and contemptuous negle& _ 
of the Miniſter, that their King ſhould exert 
his authority in their favour, and by his inter- 
ference relieve them from diſtreſs, and reſcus 
them from obſcurity ? 

This Addreſs, Sir, was originally written 
after the Miniſter's ſirſt inſulting rejection 
of your loyal Officers“ application, and in- 
tended at that time to be brought forward ; but 

. the 
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( 10 ) 
the hope that he would, on due conſideration 
and reflection upon their hardſhips and his own 
unworthy conduct, be induced to make them 
reparation, by giving his ſupport on a future 
occaſion, I was willing to wait the reſult of a 


ſecond attempt, which, I hoped my Brother 


Officers would make to procure redreſs. The 


event has proved, upon what a ſandy founda- 


tion I bad refted that: hope. A ſecond Peti- 
tion, (the modeſt language of which, was 
found deſerving of Mr. Sheridan's eulogium) 
had the honour of being preſented, and warm- 
ly recommended, by that Gentleman. The 


_ Miniſter oppoſed it, on the ground of its not 


being, introduced by a Meſſage jrom your 
Majeſty. In other words, the Miniſter's connte- 
nance, cloathed with that Royal mantle which 
gives a dignity and ſacred ſanction to it, did 


not ſmile benignant on the humble ſolicita- 
tions of your faithful Officers; and therefore 


they were to be condemned to neglect and in- 


attention. Honoured as they would have 


thought themſelves, even with this ceremonial, 
yet precedent might evince to the. Miniſter, 
that it was not ſo indiſpenfibly neceffary as he 
would repreſent it to be; and I think I can ad- 
duce a recent caſe in point, of which he cannot 
have loſt the recollection. When Mr. Demp- 
Her introduced the Petition of the American 


Layaliſts, 


( 


Loyaliſts, the Miniſter. gave the ſame oppoſi- 
tion to it, and upon the ſame grounds; but 
Mr. Demꝑſter, unſatisfied with this reaſon, 
was determined to take the ſenſe of the Houſe, 
He did ſo—the Houſe divided, and the ma- 
jority waved the objection, and reſolved 
that the Petition ſhould be referred to a Com- 
mittee ; a Lottery was determined upon, and 
the wiſhed-tgr relief was by that” means ob- 
tained. | _ 

A circumſtance 5 occurred, ſince Said time 
* preſenting the firſt Petition, which, at the 
fame time that it muſt caſt a deeper ſhade of ob- 
loquy on the Miniſter's recent conduct, will 
reflect a ſtronger light upon the meritorious be- 
haviour of your Officers, and cannot fail of 
raiſing them higher in your Majeſty's eſtimation, 
as it ought to have done iy that of your Miniſter, 
The circumſtance I allude to, is that algcrity, 
that ardent yolition, - which, notwithſtanding 
the contemptuous neglect recently ſhewn them, 
was ſo conſpicuous in their conduct on the late 
expectation of a war, Had they not felt them- 
ſelves actuated by a high ſenſe of honour, and 
that native impulſe to ſupport the national dig- 
nity and your Majeſty's ſervice ; had they not riſen 
ſuperior to private reſentment, at a time when 
their King and Country elaimed their aſſiſtance, 
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your Majeſty's Marine Miniſter would have 
found it difficult to have filled the neceſſary 
appointments, unleſs he had made a new crea- 
tion from amongſt his own eleves. Juſtice 
and candour muſt induce his Lordſhip to 
confirm the truth of my aſſertion; and I 
fubmit to your Majeſty's benevolent confi- 
deration, whether ſuch conduct ſhould not 
haye operated in their favour, have excited 
ſome ſenſations of regret in the breaſt of the 
Miniſter, and urged him to make ſome retri- 
| bution, by a change of conduct on your Of- 
ficer's ſecond application for relief? What 
ſhould have been a further argument, to 
have induced ſuch a change of conduct, is 
the conſideration of the inconvenience and 
loſs which your Officers have ſuffered, from 
the conſequence of the late armament, by 
quitting their habitations in various parts of 
dy. travelling to the metropolis, 
thence" to the ſea ports, and equipping 
themſelves for expected ſervice. Your Ma- 
Jeſty's goodneſs in ordering three months ad- 
ditional pay to thoſe Officers employed on 
board the ſhips, they muſt undonbtedly ac, 
knowledge with gratitude ; but that allow- . 
ance viewed comparatively with their unavoid- 
able expences, becomes a mere trifle ; and the 


majority 


12 


majority have incurred an accumulation of 
difficulties, which it is impoſſible for them to 
ſurmount by the moſt rigid cm Ny. 
The promotion of Lieutenants, upon the 
diſmantling of the fleet, has been, by ſome 
perſons, ſpoken of as a remuneration for that 
alacrity I have mentioned; but, Sir, ſuch are 
not the ſentiments of the Corps ;—I have heard 
the opinion of a number of them upon the 
ſubject, and it correſponds with my own; 
that it was done, in the firſt place, to ſhade, 
if poſſible, the glare of the vaſt promotion 
of Captains to Flag Officers, in order to reach 
individuals of high rank and intereſt. A 
promotion, made at the expence of a 
number of gallant Officers, whoſe feelings 
were ſacrificed, whoſe meritorious ſervices 
were flighted and forgotten, who were con- 
demned to ſuffer undeſerved degradation! 
a meaſure univerſally reprobated by the Navy 
at larze, and which muſt increaſe the odium 
that, I am ſorry to ſay, has been attached 
to the Noble Lord's general conduct, both 
in his profeſſional and official capacity, to- 
wards the Corps to which he has the ho- 
nour to belong. It was done, in the next 
7 not as 2 compliment to the Corps of 
: ' Lieutenants ; 


( 4 )} 


Lieutenants ; if it had, the perſons preferred 
would have been choſen from the Liſt, ac- 
cording to the ſeniority of thoſe Officers then 
in actual ſervice or by ſome other impartial 
mode; but, the fact is, it was a compliment 
paid to the Admirals at that time employed, 
and the promotion conſiſted only of the 
Lieutenants of the different Flag Officers 
ab ſolutely in Commiſion. To evince his Lord- 
mipꝰs prociſeneſs in this reſpe&t, which wad as 
conſpicuous as it has been on all other occa- 
fions, I beg leave to relate the caſe of an old 
Officer, who met with diſappointment. He 
was fixed upon to be appointed firſt Officer of 
an Admiral's ſhip, whoſe Flag was to have 
been hoiſted on the day ſucceeding that of 
the Meſſenger's arrival with the account of the 
declaration being figned ; but it was, on that 
account, prevented from flying. Ore day 
more (had the intelligence been delayed) 
world have entitled him to the fame claim 
with the Officers of other Flag Ships ; but 
notwithſtanding this circumſtance, and the Of- 
ficer's merit and fervice, the application of the 
Admiral for that Lieutenant's preferment with 
the reſt, was ineffectual. His Lordſhip, with 
bis characteriſtic pertmacity, refuſed compli- 

5 ance, 


© 1s ) 
ance, and to uſe the language of our immortal 
Jorg, Was, 
«« Fern, obdurate, finty, . 

That conduct, which I have preſumed, 
ſhould have entitled your Majeſty's faithful 
Officers to a more reſpectful attention from 
the Miniſter, ſeems to have had no weight 
with him. The ſecond Petition, preſented by 
Mr. Sheridan, was treated with rather lefs 
ceremony than the firſt, preſented by Mr. 
Baſtard. To the latter, he made pretence of 
advancing ſome kind of argument for obje&- 
ing, though the ſame informality in the in- 
troduction of it, at that time exiſted ;- but in 
the latter inſtance, he deemed the informality 
to be alone ſufficient ; nor thought it worth 
while to advance any other reaſon for refuſing 
to have its merits debated. I ſhall therefore 
confine my obſervations to the rf preſenta- 
tion, and the Miniſter's conduct reſpecting it; 
and, at the ſame time humbly fepreſent ta 
your Majeſty the caſe of che generality of my 
Brother Officers. 

Nothing could be more trifling and futile 
than the objection to the motion made by Afr. 
Baſtard, that © the Petition might be laid on the 
**- table,” The Miniſter pleaded, ** That - 

* the 
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( 16 ) 
* the-confideration of the Petition, and alter- 
te ing the Eſtabliſhment of the Navy, would 
<« probably. affect other Eſtabliſhments, If,” 
faid he, © The Honourable Gentleman can 
** fate any inconveniences which might reſult 
© to the Officers, for whom I have much 

« reſpet, from any neglect in offices, and 
_ which executive Government can reme- | 
Fe; dy, i it ſhall be done.” 

Mr. Pitt, neither on the private application 
for his ſupport, nor'on this public application 
to Parliament, attempted to deny the juſtice | 
of their erpeclations; ; nay, on the contrary, he, 
in the firſt inſtance, acknowledged i it; and yet, 
on the bare ſuppoſition of its probably creating 
applications from others, which is implied by 
the words, it would affef other eflabliſhments,” 
he difdained to liſten to their complaints, or to 
examine whether they could be well ſupported. 
As well might the thrifty tongue of avarice 
plead, I cannot liſten to the voice of diſ- 
« treſs on this hand, for fear I might be deem- 
& <q Thatitable, and thereby be liable to the 
= importunities of miſery on the other. 
His rejection, in the firſt inſtance, ſtrongly 
indicated an apprehenfion, that if the merits 
of the Petition had been admitted to, be ar- 


Sued, the * which it contained, and the 


foundation 


Wu 
Foundation of reaſon and equity on which it 
was erected; were too ſolid for artful ſophiſ- 
try to undermine; and, that the moſt giaring 
donviction would flath upon the minds of all 
who attended, that there exiſted @ ſtrong ne- 
cCeſſity for redreſs. How unlike his noble 
predeceſſor !—Thart great man was, by expe» 
rience, convinced of the value, and paid every 
attention to the Britiſh Navy; The execution 
of his plans, which raiſed this nation to the 
| higheſt pitch of glory, was, he knew, ſupported 
by the Hleet, —at that time eſteemed the pride 
and boaſt of Britain, the admiration, the dread, 
the envy of a ſurrounding World. When, by 
its efforts, your Majeſty's Flag flew victorious 
in every part of it, he felt himfelf too much 
indebted to its ardour and activity, to turn a 
deaf ear to any complaints of 15 unn | 
N compoſed it. | 

"Your Majeſty's Miniſter ſeems to Kin bid 
Fenfible of the indignity he offered; "by the 
awkward compenſation with which he endea- 
'youred to "atone for his ” unworthy con- 
duct. If chere were any + inconvenien- 
** cies which might reſult to the Officers, 
„ from any negle& of Offices, and which 
executive Government could remedy, it 
* ſhould be done! A mighty boon, truly, 
for a Miniſter to beſtow. He would, if the 

D Honourable 


6 1 | 
& Honourable Gentleman would flate,” —what 
was already ſtated in the Petition ;—and © if 
© the executive Government could effect it.” — 
What ?—He” would promiſe to remedy the. 
extortion and delays of Office; and prevent 
the Complainants from having their diſtreſs 
aggravated by the detention and reduction of 
their ſcanty -pittance. 
From the impulſe of that exalted idea 
which I have ever entertained of your Ma- 
jeſty's benevolence, towards all ranks of your 
ſubjects, but more eſpecially thoſe who are in 
your immediate employ, in defence of your 
Crown and Dignity, I am led to ſuppoſe and 
hope, that the real ſituation of this Corps of 
Officers 1s entirely unknown to your Majeſty. 
J am ſtill more ſtrongly induced to believe 
this to be the caſe, from a circumſtance I have 
already noticed, that is, ſo very few of your 
. Naval Officers having the honour to be about 
; : your perſon; and of thoſe few, there are 
- . till fewer, if any, that will give themſelves 
the trouble, or have the confidence to acquaint 
your Majeſty - with any thing that may be 
diſagreable. Men, born to rank and fortune, 
and few others, at leaſt of this profeſſion, ' ap- 
; pear within the Palace walls, or can approach 
your Majeſty, whilſt they are themſelves in 
8 the 
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the enjoyment of every ſuperfluity ; whilſt 


ambition or pleaſure are, either unitedly oralter- 


nately occupying their minds, have little 
power, or will to let their thoughts quit the 


flowery paths of ſuch purſuits, to wander 


through the dreary W of 1 and 
Want. | 

I mean not to beige, a on charge of 
inhumanity againſt them; there are men 
amongſt them, whoſe public and private virtues 
render them an ornament to their profeſſion, 
and a credit to ſociety ; but, ſuch is the falli- 
bility of human nature, we reflect not upon 
diſtreſſes in which we do not participate, or 
that are not immediately preſented to our fight. 
Under theſe confiderations, and from a fin- 
cere belief that your Majeſty knows not the 
real ſituation of your Officers, or perhaps, more 
than ſlightly, that there has been any appli- 
tion for redreſs, I ſhall preſume, in the beſt 
manner I am capable, to ſubmit their caſe to 
to your Royal conſideration, in their own dif- 
fident and unaſſuming language, and to make 
ſuch obſervations upon it, as occur to me, to 
be neceſſary and explanatory. 2 
On the 16th of March ag was n 


to the Houſe of e the e Pe- 
tition: | 


D2 x -— on 
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To the HoxorABLE the Commons of GREAT 

BrITAIN, in PART IAuxr affembled. 

The Hows: x Pzrrriox of the LIEUTENANTS 

of His Majeſty's Navy; _. 
% SHEWETH, * 

That your Petitioners, having greatly at 
© heart the welfare and proſperity of their 
© country, with the greateſt reluctance, when 
ce the nation is burthened with debt, offer any 
claim that may tend to its encreaſe; but 
ec they truſt, the removal of their hardſhips, 
e will not be incompatible with the public 
*© good; they therefore thus humbly e 
to ſtate their grievances. 

That their Pay, formerly 8 by 
© the nation, was every way equal to their 
*© ſupport, every abſolute article of life being 
* then conſiderably cheaper,—and what was 
c then a comfortable ſubſiſtence, is now un- 
* equal to ſupport them enn, without 
contracting debts. 

That by far the greater part of a 
5 having nothing but their Pay to ſubſiſt on, 
* are urged by the ſting of neceſſity to aſk 
© fuch ſupport from the Nation as will re- 
< jieve their diftreſfes, which receive addi- 
tional aggravation by the preſent mode of 
1 Payment. | 


CT That 


fa) 

* That they do not preſume to point am 
“ in what manner, and in what proportion 
J this their humble Petition may be beſt 

effected; — but leave it to the Jvsrien, 
: Humanity, and WIsDox af Parliament. 

That they moſt humbly intreat their 
C dutiful Petition be not conſidered as ariſing 
* from ſuppoſed wants, but from real neceſh- 
ties; not coming from a factious mercena- 
5 ry body, but from honourable, and loyal 


Officers, who have ever been, and ever 


* will be ready to ſacrifice their lives in de- 

* fence of the beſt of Kings, and a free, 

<* generous country. Tk | 
Stgned by- near 700 Lieutenants. ok 
The fate of this Petition I have already ad- 

4 verted to; I ſhall now proceed to examine and 
make {ome obſervations on its contents. 

No one will, I think, refuſe to acknowledge 


hat is expreſſed in the commencement af it, 


their“ having greatly at heart, the welfare 


and proſperity of their county; — Their 


actions have fully demonſtrated it. To deny 
it, would be totally to deprive every man, 
in a military capacity, of the leaft ſhare of 
public virtue, and place his ſervices merely 
to ſordid and lucrative motives. | 'The reluc- 
tance they expreſs, to aſk relief, at a time when 
| 1 the 


i 
| 
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the nation is burthened with debt, is a proof 
of their conſideration, and that nothing but 

the hardſhip of their fituation could - com- 
pel them, at ſuch a time, to ſue for redreſs ; 
truſting however, that the © removal of their 
© hardſhips will not be incompatible with * 

„ PUBLIC G00D,” 

Whatever tends to the ſecurity of the State, 
to the protection of its trade and commerce, 
and to the dignity of the nation, muſt Þe 
deemed a PUBLIC 600D. That theſe purpoſes 
are effected by the Navy of England is incon- 
trovertible ; and that a necellary, nay, a libe- 

Tal ſupport ſhould be given to all thoſe men, 
whoſe knowledge, whoſe intrepidity, are the 
principal ſprings which put that great national 
engine of defence in motion, cannot be denied. 
Will the prudent manufacturer or mechanic 
ſuffer thoſe ſprings or tools, which are not in 
immediate uſe, but whoſe fine poliſh and 
acuteneſs are requiſite on every freſh demand, 
to ruſt and ſpoil for want of care ? Surely not. 
As he would preſerve their excellence, ſo 
ſhould the fine faculties of the Officer be 
kept in preſervation, nor be ſuffered to con- 
tract a ruſt from the chill damps of poverty 
and obſcurity. To keep their brightneſs un- 
5 diminiſhed, to maintain them at all times in 
readineſs 


1 1 
readineſs for action, muſt, beyond diſpute, be 
conducive to the public good. I cannot leave 
this clauſe of the Petition without indulging - 
ſome further reflections, not, I truſt, unworthy 
the attention of your Majeſty. | 
Few men are poſſeſſed of that fortitude of 
mind which can withſtand, unhurt, the attacks 
of poverty; and, of all others, that body who 
form your Naval Corps, are leaſt enabled to do 
it. That generoſity of ſentiment, that libe- 
ral turn of thinking, that | activity of mind, 
which is the life and ſoul of military pur- 
ſuits—muſt fink under the weight of penury, 
and its conſequent diſquietude. No yain 
efforts of a refined imagination can ſooth 
* the wants of nature, can give elaſtic ſweet- 
“ neſs to the dark vapours of a dungeon, or 
* caſe to the throbbings of a woe-worn 
© heart.” That love of fame, that ſenſe of 
glory, which gives the ſpur to enterpriſe, 
which urges to ſeek that bubble Honour, even 


* in the cannon's month,” theſe, which are ſo © 


eſſential to the glory of the Britiſh Navy, muſt 
naturally become blunted by adverſity and 
obſcurity. The change of life and manners 
which is the neceſſary conſequence of in- 
digence, produces a kind of ſecond nature, 
as they become habitual, and 'creates a differ- 
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* turn of thought. The man, who | 
from- his nonage has been uſed to one con- 
tinued ſeries of activity; his ſpirits ever in 
exerciſe, in the purſuit of profeſſional em- 
ploy or improvement ; now ſeeking for, and 
preparing to meet the bartle's. rage, and now 
contending amidſt a war of elements; ſur- 
rounded by multitudes, and new objects con- 
tinually preſſing upon and exciting his atten- 


tion 3—ſuch a man, ſinking into retirement, 


ſolitude, and obſcurity, muſt experience 4 


total change of diſpofition; a gloomy dejec- 


tion of ſpirits ſuperſedes his former vivacity 4 
2 torpid inſenfibility ſucceeds to an aſpiring 
emulation, and he views his late purſuits 
through the medium of diſcontent and pre- 
judice,. The reßectiens of 2 man thus fitu- 
ated, are attended with diſguſt; he curſes 
the hour in which he ſacrificed caſe and 


tranquility fe a profeſſion ; by Which, after 
having devoted to it the prime of his years, 


he is left in a ſituation inferior to the coni- 
mon mechanic. He has no reſource; he 
is, as it were, baniſhed from ſociety his 
poverty allows him not to aſſociate with his 
equals— with the manners of thoſe beneath 


bim, his ideas cannot aſſimilate. Study can give 


him ſmall relief; his habits have been adverſe 
to it, and he has therefore no reliſh for it. The 
happineſs 
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happineſs of thoſe around him. only ſerves, 
by compariſon, to embitter the thoughts which 
naturally ariſe from his own fituatjon'; 
Whilſt he reflects on the wealth and dignities 
which are heaped upon the ſervile ſycophant, 
the inſidious and unworthy tool of ambition, 
the mean and mercenary dependant on a 
Court; he feels, with tenfold ſeverity, the con» 
temptuous negle&, the ungrateful oblivion of 
his meritorious ſervices. He beholds the pan; 
der of power revelling in luxury, whilſt he is 
deſpiſed, who has, in the ſervice of his coun- 
try, defied every danger, and made ** of 
cvery vo; 7: > D | 

0 Where—all Jreadful in the embattled line, 

5e The hoſtile ſhips in flaming combat join 

«© Where the torn veſſel, wind and wave aflail, 

«Till o'er her crew, diſtreſs and death prevail. 

| 6 Alternate change of climate has he known 
And felt the fierce extremes of either zone; 
Where Polar ſkies congeal th* eternal ſnow, 

«© Or Equiĩnoctial Suns? for ever glow: . 

« Tn regions where Peruvian billows roar, 

Or the bleak coaſts of ſavage Labrador.” 
OY are his hazards, — ſuch are his rewards !—= | 
They know little of the fituation of the Off- | 
cers, to whom this Addreſs relates, who are ig- 


norant, -that ſuch are the ſituations to which 
We the 
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the majority of them are liable ; they know 


leſs of human nature, who do not perceive 
the ſimilitude in the picture I have delineated, 


or imagine that I have uſed colours too glowing. 

The vigour, the fiery ſpirit of the Charger, 
is irretrievably ſubdued and broken by harſh 
uſage and inſufficient proviſion; the martial 
ſounds no longer ftimulate him to ruſh impe- 
tuous amidſt the thunder of the war he be- 


comes degenerate and tame as the moſt ſlug- 


gifh beaſt of burthen.— The nature of man 
bears ſome fimilitude, and therefore the caſe 
is not unworthy your Majeſty's attention. 

Your Lieutenants, as a body, are in all ſitua- 
tions of duty, ſo principal a wheel in the nia- 
chine, that, if that 1s clogged, the whole muſt 
be impeded. The time may not be far diſ- 
tant, notwithſtanding the flattering delufion 
of a fancied prolongation of peace, when, if 
that high ſpirit which gave life to our Naval 
operations ſhould have ſubſided, this nation 
may rue the ill· judged parfimony which tended 
to depreſs it, and too late regret: the conſe- 
guenees of the fatal neglect of its cultivation. 
_ The ſecond and third clauſes of the Peti- 


tion contain throughout, not only the moſt in- 


conteſtible truiſms, bur evince their mode- 
ration, and that they withed not to ſolicit for 
38 more 
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more than was ſufficient. for the purpoſe of a 
decent ſupport. There are men who will poli- 
fibly cavil at the word decent, as being an in- 
definite term If abſtractedly conſidered, it 
certainly is ſo; but conſidered relatively, 
which it ought to be, it implies ſuch a ſup- 
port as is adequate to the ſtation of life in 
which a perſon is placed. Thoſe degrees of 
fortune which give fullneſs and -afizence to one 
fituation, may be want and penury in another. 
The proud Peer would deem that ſcarce de- 
cent, which the Officer would confider as a 
luxury, a ſuperfluity ; and the latter has an 
equal right to conſider that as barely decent, 
which the tradeſman or mechanic would eſ- 
teem à competency, It is rank and ſitua- 
tion which fixes a determinate idea of the 
word, from the Peer to the peaſanr, In. this 
light it ſhould be viewed upon the preſent o- 
caſion. The Lieutenant is by bis rank, and, 
1 is ſuppoſed to be, by his education and man- 
ners, (to which I hope there are as few ex- 
ceptions as. amongſt any other body of Of- 
ficers) entitled to affociate with the ſuperior 
claſſes of mankind: — His ſupport ſhould 
therefore be ſuch as would enable him to live 
with that kind of - decency, which is compati- 
ble with the diſtinction of a gentleman. His 
conduct muſt be conſiſtent with the general 
| E 2 ideas 
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ideas of that character; and, certainly, it is 


aàs neceſſary that his mode of living ſhould 


allo be confiſtent with it. The word decency; as 


here conſidered, relatively to a gentleman, is 


certainly ſufficiently definite to prevent its be- 


ing carped at; it will be ſcaroe neceſſary to ob- 


ſerve that it only includes the neceſſaries, not 


the uſũual pleaſures or enjoyments of a gentle- 


The Miniſter himſelf will nat pretend to 
Alert that the preſent pay of the Naval Lieu- 
tenant is competent to a decent ſupport,” ſince 


it is not equivalent to the general wages of 


many common mechanics, i 


The half-pay of Sea Officers, was, I believe, | 
firſt eſtabliſhed in the reign” of King Wit- 


Tiam III. Who, to retain His Officers for im- 


mediate employ, and to feward their paſt ſer- 


vices, gave, at that time, to Lieutenants of firſt, 


ſecond, and third rates, Wo SHILLINGS AND 
$1X-PENCE per day; to thoſe who had ſerved 
only in fourth"and fifth Rates, or Fite Ships, 
VE Wo Shillings.. It is evident that the appoint. 
ment of the Licutenants to the large ſhips was, 
at that period, deemed a Kind of promotion. 


Indeed, it would alſo ſeern to be ſo at preſent, by 


the increaſe of the full pay in firſt and ſecond 


: Rates, did we not know, that the Lieutenants 


of ſuch ſhips may, by * circumftances, 
be 
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be one day in Commiſſion for a firſt Rate, and 
the next for a Sloop. The preſent regulation 
of Half Pay puts them all upon à level, and 
with propriety, (unleſs the appointment to firſt 
and ſecond Rates was actually a promotion 
from which they were never to recede,) ex- 
cept as by the old eſtabliſhment, thirty on the 
Superannuation Lift, and one Hundred and nbirty 
of the next in feniority, who have the oP 
addition of fix-pence per day 
The preſent number of Lieutenants _ 
the Lift, amounts nearly to one thouſond four 
Hundred and, if we except the one! hundred 
and fixty above mentioned, upon the ſuperan- 
nuation and three ſhillings and ſix· penny 
Liſts, the majority of the remainder have, at 
this time, an advance of Half Pay upon that 
of the old eſtabliſnment; that is, of fx- ente, 
to thoſe who might belong to the f, ſecond, 
and third Rates, and to the others of one fhil- 
ling per day. The original eſtabliſſiment, 
from which the preſent is ſo- littſe different, 
was made in the year 1693, neat a cue ago; 
when every neceſſary of life might be pur - 
chaſed at leſs than one half of its preſent price, 
and the value of money was more than cent. 
per cent. greater than it is at this day. The 
| ons that have produced this difference, 
KDA | = namely, 
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redreſs. 


E 


namely, the vaſt accumulation of wealth, and 


the great encreaſe of the public burthens, 
which have naturally occaſioned an enormous 
taxation; are counteracted in their effects upon 
individuals, by the landbolder, the farmer, the 
merchant, the tradeſman, the mechanic, the laboxrer.. 


Theſe, as they are affected by the circumſtances 


I have mentioned, raiſe proportionably the price 
of rent, production, commodity, manufacture, 
and labour, according to the exigency; and 
encreaſe their income in an exact ratio to their 
neceflary expenditure.” Theſe have the power 
thus to proportion their receipts to their ex- 
pences; Officers have not; and, therefore, the 
relative value of their Pay, is only adequate to 
half the ſum. For inſtance, that af the Na 
Lientenant is not of more proportionate value 
now, than eighteen pence was at the period 


when three ſhillings was thought a ſufficiency. | 


True it is, that the Lieutenants of the 
Navy do not ſtand fingular in this reſpect ; 
other Officers, Clergymen, and ' perſons of 
old eſtabliſhed ſtipulated: incomes, are all in 
the ſame fituation. But though it allows of 
compariſon, the ſimilitude to others cannot in 
the leaſt operate againſt the hardſhip. of the 
caſe, nor .the _—_ of their requiſition for 


s «wt ff Yd 
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Amongſt ſeveral judicious remarks which 
appeared in a forme. Publication on this ſub- 
ject, the following, which I ſhall beg leave to 
quote, with ſome additions, merits a particu- 
lar obſervation, and evidently demonſtrates 
the infinite diſproportion between the preſent 
eſtabliſhment, and what was at the former 
eheap period thought neceſlary., At the time 
the Superannuation Liſt was ſettled, the writer 
remarks, that there were only three hundred 
RUS upon the Liſt It was then 
ought neceſſary to ſuperannuate thirty of that 
number, at the pay of fix ſhillings per day; 
and to give three ſhillings and fix-pence to the next 
one hundred and thirty in ſeniority, The Super- 
annuation was exactly in the proportion of ten 
in each hundred, or one in ten, and the addi- 
tional Ax- pence was given to very near the one 
Balf of the remainder upon the Liſt. The 
preſent Naval Lift contains above four times the 
former number; the Superannuation, and 
Three and Sixpenny Lifts remain the ſamg 
as before. I ſubmit to your Majeſty's gra- 
cious conſideration, whether the number of 
thoſe, entitled to the ſuperior advantages, 
ſhould not be in conſtant proportion to 
the encreaſed number upon the Liſt, A 
proportionate number will be found of thoſe 
who are juſtly entitled 'to ſuperannuation, 
and 
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_ and a proportionate number that, from the 
length of their ſervitude, merit additional Pay. 
In this-caſe, the number upon the Superannua- 
tion Liſt would be about one hundred and forty, 
and on the additional Six-penny Liſt, about five 
hundred and jixty more. Thoſe who are dubious 
of the propriety, need only apply to the Lift 
for ſatisfaction, by which they will be con- 
vinced. They will there perceive, that the 
firſt number conſiſts of Lieutenants who are 
from about 7rventy, to upwards of thirty Years 
ſtanding ; and the latter, from about ten to 
twenty years. Allowing their previous ſervi- 
tude as Midſhipmen, &c. to be only the exact 
time which, by the regulation of the Navy, 
muſt elapſe, the youngeſt Officers will have 
been ſirteen years in the Service. 

It has, Sir, been ſtarted as an * 


tion to an encreaſe of the Lieutenant's Payr, 


that the Liſt is now ſo ſwelled, that what might 
have been granted to the few, cannot be given 
to the many. But, ſurely, this 15a moſt unge- 
nerous and unfair argument. If your Majeſty 
will aſk any naval Commander, whether, in 
time of action, he thought the number of 
Lieutenants too great, and that is the time in 
which they are wanted, for on all other oc- 
caſions, half the number would be adequate 

o 
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to the buſineſs, except in the ſmall veſſels; he will 


anſwer, they were not ſufficient. I have ſeen” 
an inſtance in a Line of Battle Ship, where the 

Gunner has been obliged to quit his ſtation, 
and do the duty of a Lieutenant; and an infe- 
rior Officer has had the command of a deck. If 
the great encreaſe of the Navy demands a 
greater number of Officers to command in it, it 
cannot be alleged, with propriety, that ſuch en- 
creaſe ſhould diminiſh the reward que to 5 the 
ſervices of thoſe Officers, : 

Although the following detail, -would by 
ſome be thought ludicrous, that of ſtating the 
minutiæ of a man's neceſſary expence out of the 
amazing ſum which a Lieutenant of the moſt 
powerful and wealthy -Nation in the world is 
entitled to, yet I truſt your Majeſty's paternal - 
goodneſs will view it in a different light, and 
confider. the moſt trifling circumſtance which 
relates to the ſupport of your Officers, as a 
matter of moment. The author, I have al- 
ready mentioned, has given me a precedent; 
but I cannot help accuſing him of having too 
extravagant ideas, and that he has appretiated _ 
ſome of the articles very diſproportionably to 
the circumſtances of the Officers. I ſhall take 


care to keep within proper limits; and as 1 


deny the poſſibility of his conducting him- 
{clf, in his economy, as a Gentleman, I ſhall 
. F certainly 
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certainly endeavour to make my calculations 
ſquare with thoſe ideas of an Officer's decent 
ſupport, which the conduct of your Majeſ- 
ty's Miniſter, warrants me to ſuppoſe he 
entertains. I ſhall alſo point out the diſtinction 
between the before- mentioned Author's ac- 
counts, and mine; and ſhew how a Lieutenant 
with only his Half Pay, may, nay, muſt live, 
to keep himſelf from a gaol.. 

In the firſt place, as to a lodging, 

a clean garret is the only one he can 
conſiſtently take, which though I 
acknowledge not to be calculated 
for a Gentleman or an Officer, 
yet, as being clean, is perievtly 
conſiſtent with decency, (I here 
uſe the word in 5 Miniſter's ſenſe 
of it, and 1 ha e already obſerved 
that he muſt certainly take it in | 
the ab/traf, inſtead of the relative.) 

He will in ſuch a lodging have the 

advantage of a purer air, and be 

at a greater diſtance from that 

noiſe which may diſturb his pleas 

ſurable refleftions on the dignity of 
the Britiſh ſervice. This conve- 

niency he will procure for two 

ſhillings leſs per week, than the 

Writer has allowed. I will allow 
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it at 38. 6d. which inſtead of 131. 
will amount only to“ — 


ſuit of cloaths, with two Pace 
reeches * 


One hat, with duty, inſtead of two 


As he will not have much occa- 
fion for zoalking to procure an in- 
creaſe of appetite, three pair of 
ſhoes wall, I agree with the writer, 
be ſufficient. Three Pair at ſix 
ſhillings, and five more for mend- 
ing, is therefore 
As he can neither viſit, or receive 


much company, two clean ſhirts 


per week, may keep him decent; in- 


cluding, the other articles, which, 
in the precedent, are charged at 


15. 64. per week, I ſhall allow there s 
fore for waſhing 18. 2d. which is 


per annum 

In the article of FIRNe, the 
author has been profuſe indeed, by 
his allowance of four chaldrons, As 


the ſtricteſt ceconomy is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and as your Officers“ 


purſuits are very confined, Iſhould 


This article amounts to more than o sixrn part 


of his income. 
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| CI 
certainly propoſe his lying late, 
and going to bed early, during the 
winter ſeaſon, and this for many 
reaſons. It is a place of eaſe, of 
quiet, of warmth, and of reflec- 
tion; it will alſo ſave cloathing, fir- 
ing, and light, three effential ar- 
ticles, and on theſe accounts, as I 
would ſtrongly recommend it, ſo 
inſtead of four chaldrons of coals, 
charged 71. 48. I allow only one and 
a half, which at the ſtated price is 
CANnDLEs, the writer has omit- 
ted; but although I have pro- 
vided againſt a neceſſity for a 
large demand; the uſe of ſome 
is indiſpenſible. I therefore al- 
low him upon an average at the 
rate of one pound per week, dur- 
ing the fix winter months, which 
will be 24ib. at 10d,  — 
The next allowance, I. cannot 
help terming adownright piece of 
extravagance,-!wo guineas for 
lighting his fire and blacking his 
ſhoes !—As he will not, either by 
the Miniſter, or any other great 
man, be diſcovered in the fat of 
doing both himſelf ; provided the 


( 3 


firſt is not by the agreement with 
his landlady-to be done for him ; 
theſe /zvo guineas may as well, in 
a great meaſure, be reſerved for 


more neceflary articles, which, 


though the writer has neglected to 


include, I ſhall next take notice 


of. I therefore ſuppoſe that he 
lights his fire, and cleans his 
ſhoes himſelf; the latter I know 
to be actually, in ſome inſtances, 
the caſe. A little water and ſoap 
will reſtore the decency, and he 

may afterwards go to bis break- 
_ faſt with this reflection to com- 
fort him, that poſfibly the Miniſ- 
ter himſelf may have been em- 
ployed in a much dirtier job. 
Materials are however neceflary, 
for which I allow — 


Wear and tear of linen is cer- 
tain; and the freſh ſupply that is 


indiſpenſibly requiſite, to keep up 
a decent ſtock, cannot be eſtimated 
at leſs that three ſhirts annually at 
158. each, which is al. 5s. Re- 
pairs 18. per month, is 128. more, 
four pair of ſtockings, at gs. is 
11, repairing 55. Handkerchiefs, 
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ſtocks, caps, &e. may be reck- | 
oned 21. 28. which "URINE 
amount to —ʃ 4 4 0 

As nothing conduces more to e en 
health than tlie reſpiration of good en SUE 
air, which his lodging, from their 
elevation will afford ; — exerciſe, „een 
which he has leiſure to take, 1 
and that zentperance and abflinance e eee 
which he will from neceſſity attend 8 OTE 
to, I ſhall not admit of ſo large a N 
medicinal charge as 41.45. how- N 5 
ever to guard againſt continge—- Ale 
cies, I will allow for phyſic, &c. 2 2 0 

Soap, mat ribband, BOLT ee 
&c. &c. Ke. , Y . 7 A T 0 


wa” 2 CELL. * 4 my FÞ | 
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Remains for cublftence 18 1 13 0 


This ſum, which - amount to abour ONE 
SHILLING per diem, is what remains for your 
Majeſty's Officer, in rank with an Army Cap- 
tain, to provide his daily ſuſtenance; and 
this, if divided n parts, for the pur- 

| chaſe. 
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chaſe of three meals, which every Engliſh- 
man thinks himſelf entitled to, is exactly 
four-pence for each. This will undoubtedly 
procure him a ſupport; but whether the Mi- 
niſter will venture to pronounce it à decent 
one, Iwill not hazard a conjecture. He may, 
indeed, if be chooſes, feaſt on leg of beef, at a 
diving ordinary in St. Giles's.— He may, alſo, 
voluptuouſly ſenſualize, by at once regaling his 
appetite, and delighting his olfactory nerves, 
with the delicious haut - gout and odoriferous 
effluvia of un regale de ſouciſſous, ſmoking 
from the poile à frire, and ſerved up by the 
delicate hands of the female traiteur at the 
Horſe Guards' Gate.— He will be alſo enabled 
to aſſociate with Gentlemen, upon Full Pay, 
and to take his ſeat on the Bench at White- 
hall, or the Rotiſſirie in King-ſtreet, with the 
other protectors of your Majeſty, known by 
the name of your Guards; and there epicurize 
on a delicious treat of ſmoking or- heel. 
Such is the luxury, ſuch the variety which 
your brave and loyal Officer has it in his 
power to partake of. But, perhaps, a ſimple 
ſenſe of degradation, a foolifh,'-or as ſome 
Miniſterial lacquey, perhaps, would term jt 
a beggarly pride, may prove an obſtacle ; 
and, probably thinking with Dr. Gold- 
ſmith „that, “ beygarly pride is a rational 

3 Vanity, 
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<< vanity which he had been taught to ap- 
© plaud and excuſe,” rather than indulge 
in theſe diurnal treats, he would chuſe to divide 
his time into alternate days of feaſting and faſt- 
ing. In this caſe he may preſume to par- 


ticipate of the more elegant repas of round 


of beef, or roaſted pig, provided for the 


hungry in Porridge Iſland *, or Saliſbury-court. 


With ſuch kind of œconomy, and now and 


then a friendly invitation to a table, where he 


will perhaps have an opportunity of providing 
for a ſubſequent dinner, as an Officer I have 
heard of, once luckily did, —he can contrive to 
procure a ſuſtenance. - The ſtory I allude to 
1s fo applicable, though of any Army Officer, 
that I cannot help reciting it as nearly as 1 
can recollect. 

The Officer, who was an Enſign, happened 
to be invited to dine at a tavern with his Co- 
lonel, and ſeveral others. A falſe ſhame pre- 
veuted his refuſal. After dinner, one of the 
company perceived he had loſt his watch; and 
every place being in vain examined to find 
it, they at laſt agreed, from the oddity of the 
circumſtance, that every one preſent ſhould 


= A thoroughfare near St. Martin's Church, ſo called 
| from the number of Cooks'-ſhops which it contains. 


| ſand 
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ſtand ſearch. The young Officer, when it 
came to his turn, refuſed, in the moſt peremp- 
tory terms, to ſubmit ; but aſſerted his inno- 
cence.—Suſpicion of courſe fell upon him, and 
to exculpate himſelf, he declared, if the Colo- 
nel would retire with him into the next room; 
he would there inform him of the motives for 
his refuſal. They retired, —when the young 
man pulling from out of his pocket a clean 
cambric handkerchief, containing part of a 
fowl, addreſſed the Colonel in theſe words : 
—Sir, I have had the honour of dining this 
day with you and the company we have juſt. 
left ;—the expence will probably be more than 
my whole pay for two or three days amounts 
to ;—but for the means I have thus taken to 
provide, I muſt on that account have. fafted 
for a day or two, in order to make up for ſuch 
_ extravagance, having nothing but my. Pay to 
depend upon. The Colonel was ſatisfied, / 
pleaſed with his ingenucuſneſs, vindicated him 
to the company, promoted him, and was ever 
afterwards his friend. Soon after they re- 
turned, the waiter came into the room and. 
produced the watch, which had by ſome 
means been taken away in the table- cloth. 
For enjoyments, ſuch as thoſe I have de- 
ſcribed, has your Officer endured hears and 


G colds ; 


. 
colds; he has encountered the enemy, and 
probably ſhed his blood; he bas ſacrificed 
thoſe ſituations which might have afforded him 
plenty, comfort, and eaſe. Cicero, I think, 
tells his fon, that True glory is not acquired 
*: by graſping at power and opulence ; but 
«© by ſacrificing our own interefts to: that of our 
„ comntry.”” If Cicero was right, your Majeſty's. 
Lieutenants have cettainhy won the laurel, 
and attained the ſummit of true glary. 
They have not only, ſacrificed their own in- 
tereſts to ckat of their/country, but even the 
common rights of their country men, in this 
Land of Freedom. It ſounds ſtrange, but it. 
is not leſs true, that thoſe men WhO are the: 
defenders of the liberty of their fellow ſub- 
jects, are the very perſons, who, alone, do not 
ſhare it witk them. To be free, is do have. 4 
will of our: own, and to act as we think pro- 
per, without giving offence te the laws of 
the country. The moment u man enters the 
Service, froth that moment he gives up choſe 
privileges Which he was born to, and which 
are the boaſt of thoſe whom he protects. His 
wilbis no longer his own; his actions are con- 
troulable by every petty deſpot, that chance 
has placed above him. Such is the caſe of 
_ protectors of their country, awhom-your 
204059 3 - Majeſty's 
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Majeity's Miniſter has dared to treat with , ig 
nominious neglect, and has turned a deaf ear 
to thoſe complaints, which the ſtatement 
have juſt given ſhews are founded. in truth 
and reaſon, 
Greater inſults were giren 0 CE, diſ- 
treſs. The wretched dependants on power, 
were commanded to vent their ſcandalous 
abuſe againſt them, when it was known they 
were endeavouring to obtain redreſs ;—the 
miniſterial prints were the vehicle of cheir 
walicious falſehoods. But their malice re- 
coiled upon themſelves; the people. ſaw it 
with indignation, and deemed it, as it was, 
an inſult to their Sovereign. It has been aſ- 
ſerted, that the Lieutenants might live very 
well, by retiring into cheap counties. I 
fancy no one will pretend to ſay, that the 
articles of the foregoing ſtatement are too 
numerous; that there are any ſuperfſuities; or, 
chat the charges are over - rated. It would be | 
a Charitable action to point out the places 
where they could find a ſuſtenance. for the ſum 
that remains, better than in the Metropolis. 
I am convinced for my on part, that no 
place is upon the whale, either ſo dear or ſo 
Cheap as London; and it has this advantage, 
n a ng may live in it, in greater obſcurity, 
| -< 2-3 ACS. 08 ee 
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and better conceal his depreſſed ſituation from 
the world. In each place. he muſt, from his 
| neceſſities, be baniſhed from ſociety, and pine 
in ſullen ſolitude. | 
In the preceding | deſcription, it may be 
thoughs I have in ſome parts treated with too 
much levity of ſtile, a ſubje& which is ſeri- 
ous. I am not wholly unconſcious of it; but I 
hope it will be pardoned, when I ſay, that I 
have hitherto only alluded to thoſe of the 
Corps who are ſingle, and who in the laſt re- 
ſource have a refuge which the love of their 
country, and a ſenſe of their duty to your Ma- 
jeſty has hitherto prevented them from flying 
to, and which nothing but a cruel and im- 
politic neglect can compel them to ſeek. 
' However lightly I may, apparently, in ſome 
parts have treated their hardſhips, I am not 
the leſs convinced of them ; but when I con- 
ſider that part of the Corps who are married, 
and have families, I cannot help participating 
in their diſtreſs, and -execrating the injuſtice 
of the pretended and paltry ceconomy, which 
denies relief to the diſtrefſed veteran, and 
his wretched offspring. Such men are fingu- 
larly entitled to redreſs, and have a ſuperior 
claim to your Royal protection. Their wives 
and children are hoſtages for their fidelity, 

| are 


”_ 
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are a ſecurity for their ſervices; and they are 
in a military and political point of view, doubly 
uſeful members of the State. Of their diftreſs- 
ful circumſtances, who have no reſources but 
the miſerable pittance of Half Pay, it is im- 
poſlible to entertain a doubt; for it is as evi- 
dent as a mathematical demonſtration, that 
what is barely ſufficient, in the manner I have 
ſhewn, to give ſupport to a ſingle individual, 
can never provide the comfortable neceſſaries 
of life for two, three, or four perſons. It 
is ungenerous, it is unjuſt, it is a diſgrace 
upon the Nation, to ſuffer the protectors of its 
wealth, the vindicators of its honour, and their 
offspring, to pine in want, and ſink beneath che 
weight of misfortune, - 
Having thus far conſidered the ſecond 
clauſe of the Petition, I beg leave to proceed 
to the ſubſequent one, wherein it is repre- 


ſented, that by far the greater part of them, 


© having nothing but their Pay to ſubſift 
on, are urged by the ſting of neceſſity to 
6 aſk ſuch ſupport from the Nation, as will 


« reheve their diſtreſſes; which receive addi- 


tional aggravation from the preſent mode of 


payment.“ Happy indeed are they who, 


from birth, rich connections, or ſucceſs in the 
war, are exempted from that diſtreſſed ſitua- 


tion 
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tion I have with truth depicted; but I am 
confident it would be found, on examination, 
that theſe, comparatively, form but a very ſmall 
portion of the whole. Nothing can be more 
unfair, and more cruel, than the malicious in- 
ſmuations which have been thrown out by the 
miniſterial hirelings, that the neceſſity for re- 


lief to the many, did not exiſt, becauſe the fem 
were not reduced to the ſame degraded ſitua- 


tion; but could live with a degree of credit to 


the rank they hold in your Majeſty's Service. 


Ihe unavaidable ill conſequences of an an- 
ticipated expenditure of a man's income, in 
any ſituation, are too palpable to need expla- 


nation; in no caſe are thoſe circumſtances 


more aggravated, than in that of the Petitioners, 
and indeed of all ranks of your naval Officers, 
In order to juſtify this aſſertion, I beg leave 
to ſtate, to your Majeſty, I will not barely ſay 
a poſſible, but a very probable caſe, which 
many have, and will again experience. : 

Permit me, Sir, to ſuppoſe an. Officer has 


adopted,. on his being diſcharged, the mode 


which. has been ſo ſtrongly recommended, 
+—that of retiring into a cheap county. 
Perhaps he is, as numbers are, a native of 
North Britain ; and it is very natural for him, 


pnder ſuch cucumſtances, to prefer the vi- 


cinity 
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cinity of his relations and friends. He' theres 


fore goes thither, and it may happen, to the 
moſt northward or diſtant parts. Unleſs he 
has been particularly ſucceſsful in receiving 
prize money, which the great majority of the 
Navy certainly are not, he' cannot be imagmed 
to have ſaved much from his four fillings per 
day. With his journey from his ſhip, proba» 
bably from Portſmouth to London, a ſhort 
ſtay in town, to ſettle his accounts with his 
agent, and prepare for his journey to- the 
North, his expences to Scotland, and fixing 
there; he will have very little beforchand, 
Until he has been a year upon Half Pay, his 
agent is not entitled to à ſhilling, and at that 
period only to fix menths pay. During the firſt 


twelve months, he muſt of neceſſity have ex- 


pended: (ſuppoſing he has nothing but his 
Pay) as much as his agent will receive in the 
firſt eighteen; and for every ſupply which he 
receives from him, he muſt, at a certainty, 
ꝓay intereſt at five per cent.; beſides the ad- 
vanced price of every article which he pur 
chaſes on credit where he reſides. It is pretty 
evident that he cannot contrive to ſave an 
thing, and of courſe, he is under the neceſſity 
of continuing, by means of his agent, to anti- 
Tipate the receipt of his Pay; and thus 1s al- 
ear | ; ways 
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ways in debt to him. For commiſſion, in- 
tereſt, poſtage, &c. the deduction out of his 


pittance will probably amount to between three 
and four pounds. 


The hour at laſt arrives which calls him 
from his ſolitude; his Country again demands 
his aſſiſtance, and he receives the glad tidings, 
that a commiſſion for a ſhip waits his re- 


ception of it at the Admiralty. A new and 


unavoidable train of expences now. enſue. He 
cannot, on account of the probable delays, or 
being in an. inland county, take the. cheapeſt 
conveyance, that of the ſea; his journey there- 
fore from Scotland, ſuppoſing it not to be 


far to the northward, cannot be eſtimated. at a 


leſs expence than - Ke 6 6 © 
His commiſſion 11. is. 6d. and 
expences in town for two days 1 11 6 


His outfit for cloaths, ſhirts, ſtock- 
ings, ſhoes, hats, &c. muſt be cal - 
culated fur the home ſtations, at 


leaſt at — — 21 © o 
His journey (perhaps to >Ply mouth) * 
and expences 3 3 © 


The outfit of his meſs cabbin ne- | 
ccllaries, and caſh for his pocket 10 o © 


— 


— 


0 
Though 


oy 
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Though this eftimate is on à very ſmall . 
ſcale, and will by no means be found anſwer- 
able to the reality, few Agents will advance ſo 
much, becauſe, as I have thewn, he is already on 
the debtor- ſide of their books. If he can pro- 
cure tent pounds advance, he is lucky; and for 
the remainder he muſt get credit from tradeſ- 
men. For this money, or for a larger ſum, if 
going on a foreign ftation, he has to'pay five per 
cent. intereſt, to and à hulf per cent. for tranſ- 
acting the bufineſs, and ſever per cent! in- 


furance on his life, making together fourteen = 


and 'a half per cent. He ſets out therefore 
wich an incumbrance on his growing Pay; 


nearly adequate to the amount of one half 


year; for a part of which he 1s paying his 
Agent the- charges I have ſpecified; for the 
remainder, to tradeſmen, an intereſt perhaps 
from teren to thirty per cent. for the credit 
he receives. He muſt be one year in com- 


miſſion before his Pay is receivable, to diſ- 


charge theſe debts ; in which time, his abſo- 
lute neceffary expences will not only have 
conſumed the remainder of his year's Pay, 
but he will be far advanced into the enſuing 
one; and which advance he muſt alſo have 
got upon credit. Thus, unleſs he is fortunate 
enough, which is a great caſualty, to be in a 
ſhip that has made captures, he can never, 
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during the war, get out of the trammels. of 


his. Agent or tradeſmens“ books, and he again 
retires with the ſame weight which before op- 
preſſed. him, and under which he muſt continue 
to labour. | 

On the impreſs, and i in other caſes of ſer- 
vice, when the Officer is called upon to remove 
upon the King's duty; he is allowed, by a very 
old. eſtabliſhment, nine-pence per mile for his 


travelling charges to the place of his deſti- 
nation, and the ſame on his return to his mip, 


his ſtation, or his home. No juſtifiable reaſon 
can be aſſigned why he ſhould. not, when called 
from Half Pay upon the public duty, on board a 
ſhip, or returning from thence, to his place 
of abode, have the ſame allowance made 
for his journey. Can it be thought equit- 
able that he ſhould, in purſuance of that 
duty, be obliged to expend a ſixth part of 
his year's Pay, as be muſt in the caſe I have 
mentioned ? and that it is not an exorbitant 
charge is very evident; for, in caſes wherein 
the expences are allowed, they would amount, 
according to the allowances which Govern- 
ment thought right to make, when travelling 
was nearly as cheap again, to twenty pounds, 

which is almoſt double. the ſum. | 
The hardſhips J have mentioned, migke be 
in ſome degree removed, by a more prompt 
| | and 


1 
and equitable mode of payment. It reflects 
diſcredit upon a great nation, that the pay of 
it naval Officers ſhould be ſo long in arrear. 
Why ſhould ſuch a diſtinction be made in the 
mode of payment between the Army and 
the Navy? The Army is ſpeedily and re- 
gularly paid, I ſubmit therefore to/your Ma- 
jeſty, whether the naval Officers ought not to 
be allowed their travelling charges to join 
their ſhips, to be paid two months in advance, 
to aſſiſt in equipping them; and afterwards 
do be paid quarterly on the [none of * | 
| Journals, 

I have now, Sir, boy conſidered ihe 
| ſubſtance of the three firſt clauſes of the Pe- 
tition. The fourth and laſt contain only, an 
appeal in the moſt diffident and unaſſuming lan- 
_ guage, to the © juſtice, humanity, and wiſdom 
_ © of Parliament, ſubmitting thereto the mode 
of redreſs; and an entreaty that *#—thkeir 
© gutiful Petition be-not-conſidered as arifing 


from ſuppoſed wants, but real neceſſities.“ 


I have endeavoured to demonſtrate to your 
Majeſty, by a ſtatement of facts, and à de- 
duction of the plaineſt arguments; that equity 
and reaſon are the foundation of their claim to 
attention. I now beg leave to advert to the 
impolicy of your Majeſty's Miniſter, in re- 

H 2 * 
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jecting n e nth humble an li. 
; cation. | 


I have already n—_ the peceſfity which 


_ exiſts; for giving ſupport to every means that 


may contribute towards the ſtrength, the vi- 
gour, and activity of the Britiſh Navy. I per- | 
haps cannot better evince the impolicy of 
of the preſent neglect, in ſo eflential a cir- 


cumſtance as that of cheriſhing one of the 


moſt uſeful conſtituent parts, than by con- 
traſtivg ſuch conduct with that of the former 
Governments of this country, and the policy of 
the neighbouring maritime nations. 

It is an extraordinary, but indiſputable 
truth, that the naval Officers of the firſt com- 
mercial and moſt powerful maritime ſtate in 
the world, that of Great Britain, have a provi- 
ſion made for their ſubſiſtence inferior to that 
of any foreign power. 

From the earlieſt periods of naval Hiſtory 


An this country, it has been thought politic to 


give the higheſt encouragement to thoſe brave 
-and gallant men 'who, compoſed its; Navy 
—_— to provide for, to cheriſh, and to reward 


| HxxnT VIII. it is recorded, gave every 

poſſible bounty to Officers and Seamen. He 
e chem proper appointments. becoming the 
* wealth 
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of 8 3 
wealth and ſovereignty of: the nation: that they 


might not impoveriſh their private fortunes when 
abroad; to maintain their credit, and ſupport tha | 


| Þonour of the Britiſh, Hag. 


Quetxn ELIZABETH, when he "wy her 
Crown, and the Proteſtant Religion eſta- 


bliſhed, by the proweſs of her Naval power, 


gave an inſtance of magnanimity and grati- 


tude. worthy of ſo great a: character. She 


granted NINE THOUSAND A-XEAR, our OF 
HER OWN REVENUE, Which at that time was 


a very large ſum, and more than adequate 
to what would, at this period, be nearly ſuſſi- 


_ cient to afford, from the national - Purſe, the 


relief which your Officers have requeſted. - 
King WiLL1am, ſoon after he was eſta⸗ 

bliſhed on the Throne, in recompence of their 

ſervices, doubled the Pay of bis Sea Officers, and 


granted them Half Pay, which in proportion 


to the times, was N _— to the 
preſent. 


QUEEN Mazy, his ee, was 0 well 


pleaſed with the gallant behaviour of the 


Fleet, during the action by which the vic- 


tory at La Hogue was obtained; that The was 
. graciouſly pleaſed to {end THIRTY THOUSAND 


POUNDS to be diſtributed among the Officers 


and Seamen, as a reward in an on their 
faithful ſervices, 
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A variety of other hiſtorical inſtances might 


be adduced, to ſhew the encouragement given 


by the Britiſh Government, in this reſpect; 
but let us advert to a more modern inſtance of 


our politic neighbours. 


After the peace of 1762, the King of 
France, (notwithſtanding the debilitated ſtate 
of the finances of that country, from a ruinous 
war, which had been attended with a ſeries of 
unſucceſsful events) ordered an augmentation 
of pay to his Navy. The order was in the fol- 
ing words. þ 

* Given 11th January, 17629 by Command 
* of His Majeſty. | 

* His Majeſty being fully informed of the 
** Rules and Orders of the eſtabliſhment of his 


<* Sea-Officers, and having confidered that ſuch 
e appointments were inadequate, and inſufficient, 

and defirous of animating them with a true 
* ſenſe of national glory, and that they may 


© Not BE ESTRANGED. OR COMPELLED TO SEEK 
c ArPOINTMENTS IN ANY OTHER SERVICE, 
* or be diverted by any other views from a "true 
** zeal and attachment to their country, it is his 
* Royal pleaſure to grant an augmentation of 
«© their pay, throughout the maritime de- 
«partment, THAT His OFFICERS MAY BE BET 
* TER ENABLED TO SUPPORT THEIR RANK, BE- 
coin 


[ 5s ] 


** COMING . THE DIGNITY AND IMPORTANCE 
7 or THE NAVAL SERVICE.” 

= this conduct was politic, and W 
able 1 in the Sovereign of France, the reverſe, 
which I doubt not, will be univerſally allow- 
ed, muſt be .deemed impolitie and repreben- 
ſible in the Engliſh Miniſter. Mr. Pitt has. ac- 
Eknowledged that here are juſt grounds for com- 
lain, and of courſe admitted that the Lieute· 
vants' appointments in the Engliſh Navy alſo, 
rere inadeguate and inſulicient;ꝰ but he rejects 
the precedent, of the French Monarch's po- 
icy, and oppoſes any application for the 
means, by which the Britiſh Officers, may 
2 better enabled, 10 ſupport their rank, be- 
cc coming the dignity, and importanoe of the Na- 
© wal fervice.” Surely, the dignity and i impor- 
tance of the Britiſh Navy is of equal value to 
this country. If it is, the ſupport. of. its 
Officers, is a matter of equal conſequence. ' | 

Another reaſon given in the French King's 
ordonnance, may particularly claim your Ma- 
jeſty's conſideration, and if your Majeſty's 
Miniſter has any reſpect for our Naval 1 impor- 
tance, may create in his mind ſome alarm for 5 
the conſequences of his raſh and. inconſiderate 


* 


For e vide Ordeznance de la Marias, p. 354. 
2 | 20 conduct. 
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conduct. Tallude to that part of it, where we 
find this reaſon alleged, © that they” (the 


French Officers) * may not be eftranged or 
« compelled to ſeek appointments in any other ſer- 


ec vice; or be diverted by any other views 


re from à true Zeal and attachment to their 
60 country. . 

I believe in general, there is no body of men, 
who have higher notions of national honour, 
more regard for their country, or more attach- 
ment to their Monarch, than the French Of- 
ficers—Yet his Majefty of France, or his ad- 


viſers, feem to poſſeſs a ſuperior knowledge of 


human nature to the Engliſh Miniſter; and 
thought! it poſſible, that by negleft, and Inatten- 
tion they might be led, or as he expreſſes i it, 
* compelled,” in ſpite of thoſe propenfities, to 
* 8 eſtranged,” and & ſeek appointments in other 

ſervices.” Does Mr. Pitt ſuppoſe that an 
5 can exiſt upon a thinner diet than 4 
Frenchman ; and that whilft the latter is thriv- 
ing on his Royal Maſter's bounty, the former 
can fatten upon the Amor Patriæ alone? Pa- 
triotifim, Royal Sir, may do much, and T firm- 
ly believe has as great weight with your Of- 
ficers, as with thoſe of France, or any in the 


warld; and whilſt they were in actual ſervice, 


they gave proofs, that no conſideration was 


of 


7 1 

of that importance. Change of condition be- 
gets new opinions. They have now time for re- 
flection, and their refle&ions are not of an 
agreeable nature. Penury's chill hand will 
freeze that glowing ſenſation, that patriotic ar- 
dour by which their breaſts were animated. 
They will begin to think, that, as between indi- 
viduals, ſo between thoſe bodies which form the 
community and the public at large, the obliga- 
tion is mutual, and that for the ſacrifices which 
they have made for the national benefit, they 
do not receive a proportionate remuneration 
When ſuch a train of thought occurs, the 
tranſition is very natural to a comparative view. 
of the conduct of this, with that of other 
countries; and the reſult is, that the patriot 
ſinks into the man. He ſees on the one hand 
poverty, obſcurity, and neglect, in return for 
hardſhip, danger, and meritorious ſervice; on 
the other, competency, conſequence, and en- 
couragement. Can he long heſitate in his 
choice ? The value of Engliſh Naval Officers is. 
reſtified by every country but their own. - Let 
Ryſſia ſpeak, and ſhe will tell the world, that 
Engliſh Officers have raiſed her Navy from a 
ſtate almoſt of inſignificance, to a high rank 
among the maritime powers. The baneful ef- 
fects of that policy which permitted it, 

17 1 | have 
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vices; nor is ſhe ſingular; the fleets of Portu- 


i 2 
have already been experienced; it was Raff 
which planned and fupported the Armed 


Neutrality, - and eclipſed the Naval glory 
of Britain by  curtailing thoſe rights of 
Sovereignty ſhe had poſſeſſed for ages, the un- 


controuled dominion of the narrow ſeas. Sen- 
fible of their value, ſhe will ſtill receive with 
open arms, all who chooſe to offer their ſer- 


gal, Venice, &c. have alfo felt the good ef- 
fects of Engliſh knowledge and difeipline, in 
Naval affairs; and we have very recent in- 
ſtances of their wiſh to entertain the Officers 


of this nation, and their being indulged in it. 


Theſe Officers are, in a manner, expatriated; 
they acquire a new language, they contract new 
habits, they form new connections, and pro- 
bably inſeparable ones. They are naturalized 
to the kingdom they reſide in, they find 
themſelves reſpected and promoted, and their 


ſervices are for ever loſt to this country. 
A war between Ruta and the Porte, is now 


commenced, and both their fleets may bene- 
fit by Engliſh Officers. Can the Miniſter 
ſuppoſe, that men whom he has treated 


with - fuch indignity, who feel themſelves 


oppreſſed, who ſupplicate for relief, and 
are contemptuouſly refuſed, will not fly 
| 4 from 


( +. 


from poverty and diſtreſs, to powers which 
vill receive them with open arms and liberality ? 

ls have already obſerved, that the wives and 
families of ſuch as are married, are a kind of 


hoſtage for their fidelity;;—but what tye is 
there upon the hundreds that are not fo 7 and 
indeed even the former, as they are obliged 
to be feparated from them in the ſervice of this 


Country, ſo might they ſeek employ in that 


of another; whence they might find means of 
providing for, until they could remove them. 
Hence, is evidently ſhewn, the impolicy of 
alienating the affection of Britiſh Officers from 


their Sovereign and their Country, by an un- 


generous, a cruel, and contumelious rejection 
of their Appeal to the Juſtice and Humanity 
of their fellow countrymen 3 hence the dan- 
ger of impoveriſhing our Naval ſtrength, and 
adding to that which may hereafter prove 
hoſtile to us; from whoſe hand we may in 


future be compelled to receive” that cup f 
adverſity, which our on conduct has perhaps 

improvidently prepared and fatally embittered. 
If it were poſſible for a Firſt Lord of the Ad- 


miralty (which I cannot imagine to be the 


caſe) ſo totally to forget the intereſts of his 
country, as to perceive without emotion this 


| * er, of impoveriſhing our own Na- 


12 VY, 


37 . 
8 
1 
| "i | 6 
1 
+ 
il 0 
1 3 : 
14 5 
+ 


Wl vy, and enriching that of our rivals; he might 
8 probably reconcile the circumſtance by a re- 
flexion, that it would afford opportunity for 
increaſing his patronage in the promotion of a 
9 numerous train of his friends and adherents. 
i From ſuch a cauſe, would certainly be pro- 
i duced a very different effect. The man who 
would run headlong into that ſituation of diſ- 


treſs, from which his predeceſſor had judged 
it neceſſary, for his welfare, to quit his native 
country, muſt be either a fool or a madman, 
Ihe chance of further preferment, if a war 
was in actual exiſtence, or in ſpeedy expectan - 
cy, might, for a moment, have ſome weight; 
but when that caſualty was thoroughly conſider- 
ed, and the diſtreſsful ſituation of the peace 
eſtabliſhment and its conſequences were again 
preſented to the imagination, few, I believe, 
would have the temexity to riſque it. 
The ſervice of the: Merchants, has by ſome 
been thought a reſource for Naval Lieutenants 
in times of peace; but few are thoſe who can 
obtain it. The nature of that employ is ſuch, 
that your Majeſty's Officers are in general very 
unfit for it.; nor do the Merchants, for that 
Ffaeaſon, and on account of the number who 
are in want of men that have been edu- 
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cated in the mercantile line, wiſh to have 
them as Commanders of their ſhips. 


Admitting that many might be ane em- 


ployed, they muſt in general be deemed loſt 


to the ſervice in a future war. To quit that em- 
ployment for the mere chance of preferment, 
would be like the dog in the fable, to drop the 
ſubſtance in catching at the ſhadow. Without 
any riſque but that of the elements, which is com- 
mon to both, he will, in a fe years be poſſeſſed 


of a competency, equal to what his pay as a Cap- 


lain in the Royal Navy would produce him; 


and if ſucceſsful, would gain an ample. provi- 
ſion for his family, without the neceſſity, during 


the time, for that parade which he would be 
obliged to maintain, in order to ſupport his 
rank; a circumſtance which too often entails 
diſtreſs upon the ſur wen e of the er 


Tins 


A further aggravation, gu of ht] inatten- 


tion which is ſhewn to their diſtreſs, is the: very 
unfair and cruel partiality, viſible in the ap- 


pointments made for the Peace Eſtabliſhment. 
Whilſt particular men who are fortunate 


enough to poſſeſs, or be connected with Bo- 


rough intereſt, or ſome ſuch neceſſary in- 
troduction to favour, procure appointments 


immediately on the cloſe of a. war, and, at 


the 
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the expiration of the uſual period, get re-ap 
pointed to the fame, or other ſtations; the un- 
fortunate man of merit who is diveſted of thoſe 
recommendations, is rejected, and prevented 
from benefitting by that fair rotation of ſer- 
vice, which -ought to be eſtabliſhed and ob- 
ferved. A Firſt Lord of the Admiralty is 
certainly guilty of partiality, who deviates, in 
his appointments, from that line of NO 
ſervitude which is ſo obvious. 

Wen the Peace Eſtabliſhment is formed, 
every Officer, on a general application for em- 
ploytnent, ſhould be appointed according to 
his ſeniority upon the Liſt; thoſe who declin - 


ed, or neglected making application within a 
ſhort litnited time, ſhould be excluded for the 
period of chat ſtation. The command of Cut- 


ters, or the more lucrative employments, ſhould 


be filled up from the oldeſt Officers employed. 


At the expiration of the time appointed for 
each ſtation, which is uſtally three years, every 


Officer | employed mould be diſcharged, -and 
the fame regulation obſerved in the appoint- 


ment of the ſucceſſors.” Although in time of 


_ war, ſervice ſhould precede every private con- 


ſideration, yet diſcipline might in time of 
peace, without injury, ſo far relax, as in ſome 


| . to contribute to the caſe. and conve- 


nience 
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nience of thoſe who bear every fatigue and 
inconvenience during a ſtate of warfare. I 
therefore ſubmit, whether every Officer ſhauld 
not, if he thought proper to make application, 
be indulged in a change from thoſe ſhips or 
veſſels which in peaceable times might be in- 


tended for foreign ſtations, Many Officers 
have wives and families, who, on that ac- 
count would wiſh to decline going abroad; 
and others, who are unmarried, would gladly 
make the exchange. When it is conſidered 
that even during a war, to anſwer the private 
purpoſes of a Miniſter, Captains of your Ma- 
zeſty's ſhips have ſubſtitutes appointed, that 
they may fill their ſeats in Parliament; ſurely 
this indulgence cannot be objected to, even 
by that guinteſſence of diſcipline, the noble Lord 
who now preſides over the Marine Department 
of Government. Another noble Peer, who 
was ſo ſtrenuous an oppoſer of Lord Rawdon's 
Motion, relative to. Lord Howe's diſqualified 
Captains, and who himſelf long held that im- 
portant ſituation, is no ranger to the truth of 
my poſition ; nor can he forget, that in many 
places, but particularly after the unfortunate, 
though well-fought action of Admiral Parker 
in the North Seas, how many line of battle 
ſhips were commanded, by Mafters and Com- 


manders, 


W 


a ver y early period of life attained. 
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-manders, during the cruize of the ſucceeding 
ſquadron under Commodore Keith Stewart. - 


His Lordſhip, probably, from ſome peculiar 
circumſtances that happened antecedent to 
that buſineſs, has conceived a particular anti- 
pathy to Parliamentary 1 — of Ad- 
miralty occurrencies. b 
I have thus endeavoured, . Sir, in 
ſome degree, to point out the hardſhips which 
your Officers muſt continue to fuſtain by 
the cruel conduct of your Majeſty's Miniſter, 


in obſtinately perſiſting to reject their humble 


ſupplications to Parliament; and the prejudi- 

cial conſequences which muſt naturally enſue 
from ſuch an impolitic, and oppreſſive perti- 
nacity. In the full confidence of your Ma- 
jeſty's gracious condeſcenſion to attend to, 
and remedy their grievances when thoroughly 


underſtood, I ſhall next preſume to ſuggeſt 
ſome hints, from whence a mode of relief 


might poſſibly be adopted. 

The Miniſter's rejection of the Licutenants? 
Petition affects to wear the plauſible face of 
economy in the expenditure of the public 
money ; he well knows, that by 'means of 
this pleaſing, popular maſk, he has preſerved 
himſelf in the high ſituation to which he has at 


That, 
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That, under the preſſure of the preſent 
heavy national burthens, every conßſtent plan 
of economy ſhould be purſued; cannot be de- 
nied. There is however a falſe ſpecies of œco- 
nomy, as well as a true one, in public, as well 
as in private concerns: The former is ſimilar 
to that of a ſpendthrift, who from a ſtate of 
profuſion and prodigality, retracts at once in- 
to the extreme of avarice, and denies himſelf 

the neceſſary means of exiſtence; the latter 
is founded on reaſon and moderation; it ſteers 
equally clear of ſuperfluous extravagance, or 

niggardly and: prejudicial retrenchments. If 

a man from a motive of falſe conomy per- 
mits thoſe props that are a principal ſupport of 

his manſion, to moulder and run to decay, 
whereby he may riſque the diſſolut ion of the 
fabric, becauſe he will not be at the neceſſary 
expence of keeping them in proper repair, 
he will certainly be, with juſtice; aceuſed of 
idiotifm or inſanity. The inſtance kee 
frongly to the caſe in queſtion. | 

In ſubmitting to your Majeſty's ns 
tion, a plan of a future eſtabliſhment- for the 
Corps of Officers who are the ſubje& of this 

Addreſs, more conſiſtent than the preſent, with 
the dignity of the nation, and more apportioned 
to the ſervices their country has received from 
them, I ſhall endeavour to regulate the re- 
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ward, by the length of their ſervitude. Of 
the number upon the Lift, a very ſmall por- 
tion indeed have the neceſſary intereſt to pro- 
mote them to a higher rank; but is it juſt that 
thoſe men, who have not intereſt, ſhould, 
when ſinking into the vale of years, after a 
life of meritorious ſervice, in which perhaps 
no fortunate opportunity has occurred to ſig- 
nalize themſelves ſo. conſpicuouſly; as to ren- 
der it impaſſible for them to be paſſed unno- 
ticed; is it equitable, that ſuch men ſhould 
not have ſome remuneration, more than the 


ſcanty pay already eſtabliſhedꝰ How many 


old Lieutenants are there now upon the Liſt, 
to whoſe good conduct alone, their ſuperiors 
have been indebted for the honours that have 
been beſtowed upon them. It is ever the 
caſe, that the merit is attributed to the Com- 
viander, though perhaps, he has little real 
claim to it; nay, perhaps, where he even 
ought to be diſgraced. Demoſthenes obſerved, 
that in the good old times of the. Athenian 
Republic, . It was not ſaid, that Mltiades 
* had conquered Marathon; but the Atbe. 
« nians ; nor that Themiſtocles had been vic- 
© torious at Salamis; but the Athenians; 
but the language then was, that [phicrates 
© had cut off a detachment ; that Timotheus 
* had taken Corcyra; and that Chabrias 

© beat 


eat 
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4% beat the enemy at Naxos.” ' — In, modern 


times, alſo, it is the Admiral, or the Captain, 
who is ſaid to conguer-the Fleet, or to take the 
ſhip; when probably the victory is owing 
to the ſpirited and good conduct of thoſe in- 
ferior Officers who paſs, unnoticed. ; 

1 haye already obſerved, chat the Sher 
5 Liſt, ought, in juſtice, to be in the 


- ſame proportion to the whole number of 


Lieutenants at this period, as it was to the 
numbet upon the Liſt at the time when i it was 
firſt | eſtabliſhed ; whereas it {till remains the 
ſame, although there are at preſent above four 
times the number of Officers, 

I therefore, in the firſt place, beg permiſfion 
to ſuggeſt an increaſe of the . Superannuation 
Lift to one hundred and fifty. Upon a reference 
to the Naval Liſt, it will be found that the 


youngeſt of , thoſe Lieutenants the above 


number would include, is of twenty nine years 
ſtanding ; the others from thirty years upwards, 
to more than forty. ,. Theſe, I propoſe, to be 
ſuperannuated upon the prefent pay of sx 
SHILLINGS per diem, giving up all proſpect of 


preferment. The Superannuation, however, 
not to be compulſive, but from the application 
of the party, 


This number from the Liſt having t che Above 


decent proviſion appointed for them, in pur- 


'% 3 ſuance 
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ſuance of my ſyſtem of making the reward 
ſuitable to the length of ſervitude, I would 


further propoſe to make a kind of preferment 


for the next in ſeniority; whilſt in actual ſer: 
vice. Let theſe be appointed to the command 
of Armed V effels, Store Ships, Cutters, &c. N 1 
Lieutenants'of all Line of Battle Sbips, and alſo 
to Tenders,” and upon the Impreſs Service on 
more. Theſe at the concluſion of che war; 


amdounted in number to about ##0 Hundre, un 


eighty. Such Officers ſhould be taken in rota- 
tion from the next three hwidred'apon the Lift, 
fiiceeeding thoſe who are fuperannuated. 
This arrangement will be deemed proper, 
if we admit, that longer experience better 
enables a man to take upon him the weighty 
charge of ſuch appointments. It will confiſt 
of Officers who have been from tteelve to 
tebenty years ſtanding; and though there may 
be many younger Officers who are capable of 
taking the charge upon them, we have a right 
to look for equal abilities with more expe- 
rience in the claſs I have mentioned. 
When the rank is conſidered which a Lieu- 
tenant of the Navy holds; that it is eſtabliſhed 
equal to an Arm) Cuptain; that he has in a Line of 
Battle Ship, a Captain of Marines under his com- 
A, at he pay HE ten Hillings per diem; 
i 894 e eee eee ee 
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Gad he is, "as is N Lier next in eG. 


mand to a Pf Captain, Wo "ranks "with" 
Colonel in the Army; thar it is well -ktiowny 
the weight of the duty falls upon him, and 
that he has often the charge and management 
of a ſhip containing from above $00 to 800 
men; it cannot, from a candid conſideration of 
_ theſe circumſtances, be deemed an extravagant 
idea to fix the pay of ſuch Firft Lientenants at 
SEVEN sHILLIIxds per day. It is to be further 
obſerved, that hig duty being frequently to 
ſupply the place of the Captain, who ranks 
wich a Colonel, it is conſequently on a level 
with that of a Lieutenant Colonel, or at leaſt 
a Major, who has fifteen" ſhillings per day; and 
the number of men under his command in 
the larger ſhips, almoſt equal to a Regiment. 
I muſt here notice that all the Lieutenants of 
Firſt and Second Rates have at this- time 
fre ſhillings per day, 

It is well known, that Captains, as well as 
Lieutenants, command Cutters and Armed 
Veſſels, mounting only two or four guns 
more. The duty is the ſame in the one as the 
other; and if the deſert is the ſame, which is 
implied by the appointment to the charge, 
why ſhould there be ſuch a diſproportion in 
the ro For this reaſon, in all veſſels com- 

| manded 
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manded by Lieutenants, whoſe pay is not at 
preſent more than five ſhillings; I would pro- 
poſe it ſhould be the ſame as that of the N 
Lieuteuants, namely, ſeven, ſhillings. .' Tenders, 
Ordnance Store Ships, and others, are * 
ready fixed at a ſuperior pay. 

From fimilar conſiderations with the; 8 
L further ſubmit to your gracious conſideration, 
that all Firf Lieutenants of ſhips of Fytb Rates, 
and of wenty guns and upwards, amounting 
in number to about one bandred, ſhould be 
taken from the next in rotation, 30 - to by 
allowed fox ſhillings per day 

The number of Lieutenants in 2 lad 
mentioned fituations, at the concluſion of the 
late war, amounted to about one hundred. 

Allowing for age and infirmities, kckneſs, 
deaths and other , caſualties, it would be bet+ 
ter to form two claſſes. for the purpoſe of ſe- 
| letting them, the Liſt would chen ſtand thus: 


NN CMaER ON FULL. PAY.. 

--: Superananation ..” — — 150 

Firnſt Glaſs for Cutters, Armed: Veſſels, tl 
"i the Impreſs Service on ſhore 3 , and 
Firſt  Lieutenants. of Line of Battle 

Ships, at ſeven ſhillings, to be taken from 
the next | r 33⁰ 
| Second 


[L* 3 


Second Claſs, for Firſt Lieuteyants of Fifty | 
Gun Ships and ah wrt at 1 ſbillings to 
= eben e * A ei! (50 


To. ernie F 


2 


Total my 30 
— 
Such of: PR 3 as are 'employed, 
will have in Third and Fourth Rates #hrer 
MPillings, and in Firſt and Second Rates 
JSlllings per day, extra pur Lanes , W the pre. 
ſent eſtabliſnment. (noms 
' Lieutenants of Sloops, - ac a dither 


board of een 0 to Have: one Ble per or 


* extra. 01 

"\ Having thus/pointed out Aer abpativiin be 
a reaſonable and equitable plan of relief, as it 
relates to the War Eſtabliſhment, I ſhall next 
proceed to that of the Peace Eſtabliſnmentꝭ or 
Half Pay Liſt, and then form an eſtimate df 
"WE Expenite which will be N incurred. 


200 | FOO. 
C20 ' NUMBER ON. HALF PAY. 


1 Lift as before kali 
ONE HUNDRED' and rr, * SIX SHILLINGS 
N 7 0 0. | bst Siroat 

Of the next in Wr 0 ONE HUNDRED' aud 
—_— at FIVE SHILLINGS per day. * 
Of the next in ſeniority, ONE HUNDRED: nid 

8 at FOUR SHILLINGS and SIX-PEXCE per 
"ay L413 -DMNO HH. 
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The remainder: upon the List _— FOUR 

sHITIINes per dar: i) 

"> By this method of claſſing as) the ſame 
e ſyſtem will be continued, of making 
The pay riſe in proportion to the length of 
che ſervitude; norlean any candid or generous 
mind entertain an idea of the ſums I have 
mentioned being more than proportionate =>. 
the time of ſuch ſervitude. , The Superannu- 

ation, or Six Shilling Liſt, I have already conſi- 
dered. The Five: Shilling Liſt: would confiſt of 
Lieutenants who have been ſuch from twenty 
to thirty years. The Four and Six- penny Liſt, 
of thoſe who have been Lieutenants from ten 
to tcbenſy years. Theſe gradations would make 
the man, who, has no further view of promo- 
ton, look forward with hope that he ſhall 
Fpend his latter days with ſome degree of tran- 
quiliey; and few who have intereſt, remain 
above ten. years upon the Liſt of — 
15 he foregoing three claſſes” contain 450 
It may be ITY that a further W 
ſhould be made with reſpect to the remaining 
8 go upon the Lift; but the former part of this 

Addreſs has ſufficiently: evidenced, that even 

the additional ſhilling I have propoſed for an 
encxeaſe of pay to the remainder, is no more 
than barely ſufficient to furniſh them with de- 
cent. 


( 73 ) 
cent neceſſaries. The diſtinction I have made, 
muſt be admitted to be neceſſary; for it is cer- 
tainly grating to the veteran of twenty or thir- 
ty years ſtanding, who has ſeen hard ſervice, 
to view the boy of yeſterday, upon an equal 
footing with him. Still it was neceſſary to 
give the whole an addition, from the preſent 


inadequacy of che an & to ſupport them - with 
decency. 


I ſhall now FEE to ſtate the extra ex- 


pences which would attend the foregoing 
eſtabliſhments. | 


ESTIMATE, ON FULL PAY, 


Of Lieutenants, according to the amount of thoſe 
employed at the concluſion of the late war. 


N 

16 in iſt and 2d rates, at 7s. which C . d. 
is 25. extra per diem 1 12 © 
84 ditto in 3d and 4th rates, af - by 
\ ditto, which is 3s. extra 12 12 0 
50 ditto in Cutters, &c. at ditto, is 
28. Extra RH 

too ditto on the Impreſs Service on 
fore, is 28. extra edo 9 


* Allowance in point of number is here made for thoſe - 
who, in ſtoreſhips, tenders, &c. have already FRO 
pa. 

L 100 in 


1 e 


160 in gth and öth rates, at 6s; is C 5. d. 


28. Xtra mT; oy *˙ 
1350 © RR OC 30 4 0 
30 3 in Store-ſhips, &c, 
having already ſuperior pay. 
400 


1350 the whole number upon the Liſt. 


-850 allowing theſe to be all em- 
_ ployed at five ſhillings per day, 
which is one ſhilling extra pay OE Io o 


m 


8 n TOR ANN 140 


—_— — 
„ 3 


Tol Per annum 2066 0:0. 


—m ww Fr — 3 9 


As 3 it is impoſſible, from the fiaSuation: of 
ſervice, deaths, caſualties, &c. to make an 
exact calculation; and as this eſtimate is fra- 
med upon the fituation of the Navy at the con- 
elufion of the late war, when it was more numer- 
ous than at any former period, the above ſum 
would probably be the utmoſt extent of the 
expence, even at the conclufion of a future war. 


In order however to make full allowance for 
every 


. 
evety increaſe, I will affix the ſim at THIRTY 
THOUSAND POUNDS per Annum. 

By the foregoing plan, thoſe officers who 
hold a ſuperior ſituation as firſt Lieutenauts in the 
Line of Battle ſhips, commanding Cutters,” &ez 
in time of war, and which I have obſerved 
ſhould be deemed and intended as a kind of 
preferment, will be of the number of thoſe whom 
I have included on the four and ſix-penny, and five 
ſhilling liſts upon half pay. As the Maſter and 
Commander is a ſtep between the Captains and 
Lieutenants, ſo might theſe be diſtinguiſhed as 


ſenior, and juniar ; or feſt and ſecond Liewtenants, 
as in the Army. 


ESTIMATE or THz EXTRA EXPENCE 
1 on HALF PAY. 
Ne 
150 fiperannumed a at ſix ſhillings ber 
30 dedutted already on "the Lift, 
— e 8 3% di 
120 extra, at 38. ad pay, is 18 00 
** next in ſeniority at 
five ſhillings, which 
is 28. extra Z15 0 
Deduct A- penct each 
for 100 already on | 
the 38. Gd. Liſt 2 10 0 12 16 0 
8 150 next 


— 


[+76 ] 


159 next in ſeniority, at 45. 6d. C. 5. 4 
which 1 is 18. 6d. extra „ 708 7 

450 on the above eſtabliſhinents. 

1350 Whole number of Dane 


EIS S136 
$00 * the da. at 48. which i is | 
As, Ka 19; [> 40 O © 


"fe otal e extra half-pay per diem 81 15 0 


Tol p per; ann . ll” 29,338 15 0 


1 theſe eſtimates it appears, that the 
amount of the extra whole, and 2 pay, is 
amount to about 30, oool. per 4 3 

In the preſent times, when ſo many taxes 
are already levied; it would be perhaps diffi- 
cult to point out one, which would pleaſe. the 
Miniſter, or be palatable to the people who 
might have to pay towards it, in order to raiſe 
the neceſſary ſum. Every idea of a compulſa- 
tory tax, I ſhall for this reaſon decline, and 
ſubſtirute a voluntary. one. I have a precedent 
before me. The Minifter gave relief to the 


* There are about 220 emplo⸗ ed on the peace eſtabliſn- 
ment, which ſhould be deduced from this number; but 


the extra pay to thoſe employ ed, will about counterbalance 
ow difference. 


Fe 
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American Loyaliſts by a Lottery; I would 
therefore propoſe a Lottery exactly ſimilar to 
the preſent State Lottery, which I think produ- 
ces to Government 1 50,0001, As only 30, oool. 
would be required per annum, either in peace 
or war, the remaining ſum made uſe of would, 
by the accumulating intereſt, render it un- 
neceſfary to have a Lottery more frequently 
than once in fix years. A Lottery therefore 
eſtabliſhed; at every period of ſ years, and 
called the Naval Lottery, I will venture to 
pronounce, would be heartily: ſubſcribed to 
by every Engliſhman, and anſwer the de- 
ſired purpoſe. No man would grumble at 
paying towards it, as no man would be com- 
pelled. The ſtale argument of a Lottery be- 
ing an encouragement to gambling, can ſurely 
have little avail in this particular. Such is the 
general ſpirit for gambling, chat all the wiſdom 
of Governraent cannot put a ſtop to it; and 
therefore it may be applied to a good purpoſe, 
and be made advantageous to the ſtate. 
I flatter myſelf the arguments I have uſed, 
as they are founded on facts, ſo will they be 
found candid and rational; and the propoſals, 
I have formed, not be thought unreaſonable - 
or extravagant. Truſting in your Majeſtys 
paternal goodneſs, I hope my Brother Officers 
will 


* 
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will find, that your Majeſty's ſentiments wilt at 
leaſt partially correſpond with mine, by indus 
eing you to take their cafe into confiderationg 
and exert your influence to afford them relief 
from their diftreffed fituation. If their Sove- 
zeign heartily adopts their cauſe, what Miniſter 
dares-refuſe? It is a cauſe which, I may ven- 
ture to aſſert, the whole nation n will join in he 
proving. | 

- Whilſt men as view of replies pr GGa 
tion; it reconciles many difficulties; When that 
no longer exiſts, they feebthoſe difficulties wit 
aggravated force. I cannot cloſe this Addreſs 
without noticing” a recent Admiralty ttanſac- 
tion, which, as it certainly affects every officer 
who enters the Navy with a proſpectof prefer - 
ment, ſo it attaches ſtrongly to the cafe of you 
Majeſty's Lieutenants, and operates forcibly as 
a further inducement; to have their application 
_ tended to; I therefore beg leave to ſubmit 
to your rigs r ene the 8 | 


STRICTORES. on THE LATE PROMO- 
' TION' or FLAG OFFICERS. 4 
5 Tir foregoing ſheets have been chiefly cqn- 
fine4 to the conduct of your Majeſty's: Prime 
Aae towards the Naval Laeutenants. From 


hence, 


7 1 

hence, ſor the reaſons J have mentioned, I am 
naturally. led to examine that of your Majeſty's 
Marine Minifter, in the late promotion of Flag 
Officers; a circumſtance which has engaged 
the attention of both Houſes of Parliament. - 
Although the Captains are more immediately 
concerned, every inferior Officer is'eventually 
ſo. Rank and Promotion are, or ought to be, 
every man's object; it is an honeſt and a com- 
mendable ambition that excites an emulation 
to glorious actions. Partiality having impeded 
the fair and open path which led to the high- 
er preferments, and confined the road within 
the contracted limits of private intereſt, the 
majority of Officers muſt now look upon them - 
ſelves as obtruded. An advocate for the 
Corps of Licutenants, I cannot help, as it alſo 
relates to them, making ſome*animadverfions 
upon a tranſaction ſo unjuſt to individuals, and 
ſo prejudicial to the welfare and credit of your 
Majeſty's Naval Service; and to urge, that 
this circumſtance gives additional weight to 
the arguments I have previouſly advanced. 

It is rather ſurpriſing that the Noble Lord 
who preſides at the head of the Admiralty, 
and who profeſſes ſo much caudour and impar- 
lee e have adopted, and ſo ſtrenuouſly 


* ä 


[ % } 


ſupported, a ſyſtem, which, he muſt recolle&, 


cauſed fuch diſſatis faction in the Navy, at 
the time his Lordſhip was firſt promoted to a 
Flag. He cannot poſſibly forget, that in or- 
der to reach down to his name, fix others were 
paſſed over; thoſe of the Captains Montague, 
Gayton, Hug bes, Barker, Mann, and Buckle. 
Theſe were, like the preſent degraded Cap- 
tains, ſet aſide to make room for a man of 
great intereſt. Colonel Barre, at that time, 
took the matter up in the Houſe of Commons, 
warmly eſpouſed their cauſe, and demanded-- 
to know the reaſon of their rejection. The 
Marine Miniſter of the day, Sir Edward Hatoke, 
Happening to be abſent from the Houſe, the 
Colonel then received no ſatisfactory anſwer; - 
but before Sir Edward came to the Houfe 
again, the rejected Captains were promoted. - 
Colonel Barre, however, with great propriety, 
would not let the tranſaction paſs unnoticed; 
the ſtigma had fallen upon the rejected Offi- 
cers, by an implied incapacity, and he re- 
ſolved to bave the point cleared up. Accor- 
dingly, on ſeeing the Firſt Lord of the Admi- 
ralty in his place, he demanded again, why they 
were rejected; andvery juſtly obſerved; that 
* if the Firft Lord did right in the former inſtance, 
* by. ſetling afide thoſe Captains, he muſt have done 
« i rprong 


1 8 


© wrong in the latter inflance, by giving them. their 
& promotion to Flags: and vice verſa, if rigt in the 
utter, he was wrong in the former.” With that 
blunt honeſty which characterized the gallant 
Admiral, he explained- in ſuch a manner, as 
entirely removed any culpability from him- 
ſelf; and fixed it, where indeed (on the ground 
of that political axiom in the Government of 
this-country, that © the King can do no wrong) 
it could not reſt. As he was merely an Agent 
in the bufineſs, and declared, that on his re- 
preſentation of the Officers' caſe, the only an- 
ſwer he received was, This is my Li -e 
muſt naturally conclude, that the ſtigma of 
the tranſaction reſted on the Prime Miniſter 
ef that day, or ſome more ſecret adviſer. This 
candid declaration, however, coſt that Hit 
Lord his place. He went out of e PR | 
ing week. | 
The recollection of the latter Ae 
may poſſibly operate ſo ſtrongly upon the mind 
of the preſent Firſt Lord, as may induce him 
to take the reſponſibility entirely upon him- 
ſelf. Under that idea, I ſhall confider the 
bufineſs, and conclude, that your "Majeſty 
merely aſſented to the nomination of the Olh- 
cers _ whom his Lordſhip officially re- 
M 3 
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preſented it was proper to. x appoint in the W 


Promotion, 


 Adveiting"- to wink: was = a 
the motions of Lord Rawdon and Mr. Baſtard, 
by the Noble Viſcount and his ſupporters, I 
ſhall endeavour, however feebly, to reſiſt their 
arguments, many of which appear to me to 
be futile and ill- founded, and thereby prove 


that his Lordſhip has conducted himſelf with 
evident partiality and injuſtice 5 and I ſincerely 


hope that your Majeſty, upon the ſame prin- 


ciple, which operated in favour of the Cap- 
tains who were rejecked at the time of his 


Lordſhip's promotion, will direct thoſe Offi- 
cets in favour of whom the motion was lately 
made, to receive the honours due to their me- 
 fitorious ſervice. be | 
There were be 4 in a -Loiddbip 8 
Toeech, which virtually implied unmerited re- 
flections of * inability and incapacity on the 


| Captains who were rejected. Of cheſe I ſhalt 


take ſome notice. He obſerved, that He 
& was bound to conſult the good of the Ser- 
« vice only; and to aſk his judgment which 
© was the moſt proper and beſt qualified Offi- 
cet to command a Fleet.” He then pro- 
cecded to ſay, * It was 2 2 for him, in 


49 | vs the 
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5e the exerciſe of his diſcretion, to „e Officers 
* aſide; nor could he, in a publie aſſembly, 
fate the particular reaſons that operated on his 
judgment in the late Promotion of I 40 
4 the rank of Admiral.” | 
It would require, I believe, more - ſophiliry 
than his Lordſhip is poſſeſſed of, to refine 
away the direct implication contained in the 
foregoing words. He acknowledges, it was 
painful to him to % Officers afide!”—and 
that delicacy prevented him from ſtating, in 
2 public aſſembly, why he did fo in the late 
inſtance.. Is not this adequate to ſaying, * 1 
had reaſons for promoting thoſe. Officers l 
( have done, and for ſetting the other Officers 
c aſide; but I cannot in this * declare : 
*. them. | 

His Lordſhip's evils reaſons, mation ok 
not bear the light, notwithſtanding he afferteR, 
He ated from the beft of bis judgment, and 
«« with the frifteft impartiality,” We are, hows 
ever, to ſuppoſe they were public reaſons; 
that is, they related to the public, although 
he could not publicly declare them. What 
| public reaſons could be urged, or could operate 
on his Lordſhip's impartial mind, in conſulting 
be good of the Service only,” when-ſuch men as 
thoſe who were the objects of the late motions. 

M 2 were 
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were rejected? Can his Lordſhip. impute 
either infirmity of body, imbecility of mind, 
or want of knowledge and experience to thoſe 


Captains who were particularly mentioned in 
Parliament? If not, what particular reaſons 
could “ operate on his judgment,” to ſet them 


aſide, which he could not mention ? 
His Lordſhip, proceeding in his argument, 


alleges, as a further reaſon in ſupport of his 


choice of thoſe ©* who were likely to be en- 


* truſted. with the care of our Fleets,” that 
they ought to be men, © not only. of firm minds, 
« but poſſeſſed of kodily firmneſs and ſtrength, ta 


ce enable them to endure; the fatigues- of the hard 


ſervice they might have 10 ſuſtain.” If his 
Lordſhip. had this very juſt idea in his confi- 


deration at the time he made his © impartiaꝰ 


ſelection, why were ſuch men promoted, whoſe 


bodily ſtrength. is not equal to the neceſ- 
** fary ſeverity. of duty;“ and others rejected 
who bave all their faculties unimpaired ? A 


comparative view of mental qualifications, or 
profeſſional abilities, would be invidious; 


but, as no man can be ftigmatized for the 
decays of nature, or the. imbecility pro- 
duced by the hand of the Almighty, it 
eannot be deemed an offence, in ſuch a caſe 


as this, to name them, and to regret that their 


"IVE & 5 ſervices 
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ſervices are by that means prevented. The 
bodily infirmities of Sir Jobn Lindſay, I 
am ſorry to obſerve, render him totally in- 
capable of active ſervice, and have long done 
ſo; nor can Admirals Dalrymple, or Sawyer, 
boaſt a much better ſtate of health. It is with 
much concern I add the apparent change in that 
truly gallant and good Officer, Admiral Duncan, 
whoſe active mind, I have no doubt, will long 
exceed his corporeal abilities. Will his Lofd- 
ſhip aſſert, that the Officers I have taken the 
liberty to mention, though with the high 
reſpect for their names, are men © poſſeſſed of 
% bodily firmneſs and ſtrength, to enable them to 
* bear the fatigues of the hard ſervice they might 
Have to ſuſtain.” —If he does, I believe the 
' worthy. Officers themſelves would not give him 
the ſanction of their confirmation. What then 
becomes of his Lordſhip's impartiality, when 
he rejects ſuch men as Captains Lafory, Thom- 
ſon, Balfour, Uvedale, and others? 

It is very unfortunate for his Lordſlip, 
that this part of his argument, intended to ſhew 
his impartiality, but which the evidence of 
every man's ſenſes, who has any knowledge 
of the parties can cantrovert, is yet the faireſt 
ground on which he can proceed. When he 
- mes ___ other, he muſt mevitably artack by 
2 implication 
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implication the mental capacity of the Cap- 
tains he has abandoned. After his Lordſhip's 
declaration, which I have mentioned, that he 
had conſulted the good of the Service, and 
his own judgment, which .zogs the beſt qua- 
& -Jified Officer to command a Fleet,” every reaſon 
which he has thought proper to advance, in 
ſupport of his choice, and in favour of: thoſe 
he ſelected, muſt be naturally intended alſo 
to point out by cantraſt, the reaſons for his re- 
jection; for, if the rejected Captains poſſeſſed 
the ſame requiſites, there was an avowed par- 
tiality in the choice of thoſe whom he ap- 
pointed, whoſe commiſſions were of a later 
date, Wd RAY i; 
In the late Promotion, there are Officers 
who muſt claim the greateſt reſpect, and who 
ſtand in the higheſt eſtimation with every Na- 
val man, and who, by having had commands 
under broad pendants, have had an opportuni- 
ty for afiording obſervation the power to form 
an opinion; but the majority, however great 
may be their merit, yet not having the ſame 
opportunity to diſplay it, no judgement. can 
be formed. His Lordſhip advancing in his 
argument, obſerves, that he Officers uo had 
** diſplayed great bravery in the command of a 
Ship, , might not be qualified to command 4 
G | 8 . Net.“ 


1 

Flet.” The poſition is cettdinly true, but ho 
his Lordſhip applies it to the caſe in queſtion, 
remains a myſtery. VUnleſs he poſſeſſes an in- 
tuitive knowledge; this Lordihip has no more 
proof of the abilitiès of the Majority of 
thoſe he bas choſen, than thoſe he has rejett-- 
ed. Sir Richard King, ande Si Churler Dong lag 
are, I believe, the only men an the promot ius 
who have given by act al ſervice, a poſitive pro 
of their abſolute capacity to manage a Fleet 
The activity and conduct of the former in the 
Eaſt Indies; and of che latter on the memorable 
rath of April, were ner the 


ſtmreſt beltimony er theit Worth. ge 


| When therefore, Sir, we view ſome of thoſe 
Officers whom his Lordſhip: has promweedy 
and ſome ef thoſe whom he has fer. aſide, ae 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed at the corfidaube 
ne which he declared, that, “ in making 

promotion of Captains to Flags, thoſe Ofe 
0 ficets WE appeared in his judgiment to be 
the beſt able from vipour of body, ar del r 
, prof ona ill, to ſerve their equntry ft 
„ eeflvally, bad been promoted“. 
The affected candeur, with which! his 
Lordſhip concluded bis harangue, is but ill 
ſuited to the buſineſs, when properly inveſti · 
gated. If ein che late promotion he had 


3% been guilty of error, let the error be ſlated 
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6 aud ſhewn, and he would not be aſhamed 


eto acknowledge that he had erred. So far 


© from à diſgrace, he ſhould think he re- 
«turned from the Houſe a en man than 

4 hen he came into it.“ 5 

His Lordſhip is not of a ede to be 
eaſily convinced of error, eſpecially when 
chat conviction would interfere with intereſted 
motives. His temper is not the moſt pliant; 
a contrary turn of mind has ever marked his 
character. The arguments adduced in the 
Houſe, and the knowledge of the men choſen 
and rejected would otherwiſe have had ſome 
weight. His candour muſt therefore be 
deemed a bubble, and his impartialiy of 
x piece with that which induced him in the 
year 1759, to attempt to promote his brother, 
who was Captain of an Indiaman, at one ſtep, 
to the command of your Majeſty's ſhip War- 
wick, of 50 guns; and which he would have 
effekted but for the oppoſition made to it by 
the Corps of Naval Captains. - 

The ſupport ' which a -gronidam firſt tas 
gave to the preſent one, in his oppoſition to 
Lord Rawdon's motion, is not” leſs ſurpri- 
ſing; ſince, upon the occafion which I have 
mentioned relative to the promotion of the 
I the — in co with Lord 


t . 
Halifax went to your Majeſty in behalf af the 
Officers, at that time in the ſame predicament 
with thoſe on whoſe account the motion was 
lately made. The complexion of this Noble 
Lord's temper not being fo ſaturnine as that 
of the Peer, whoſe conduct he, with ſuch a 
verſatility of opinion, at this time ſupports ; it 
is no wonder he could not ſtate the ſuppoſed 
* jll conſequences, without placing them in 
6a ridiculous point of view.“ It is natural 
for a man to ſpeak from experience 3 we can 
therefore readily ſuppoſe, his Lordſhip is 
practically convinced, that Ladies. u 
- © catch hold of a Peer's hand, and. claſp it with - 
« ardour.” Though, from obſervation, we may 
not be as well ſatisfied that his Lordſhip would 
pay much attention to ladies, who had it in 
their power to ſay, © My: dear Lord, pray get 
ny Son made an Admiral.“ —It is to be pre- 
ſumed, with whatever ardbur ſuch a lady 
might claſp his Lordſhip's hand; no inſpira- 
tion would be the -conſequence;;..his Lordſhip 
would be as frigid on the - occafion, and a8 
dead to every feeling from ſuch an ardent ap- 
plication, as he is to the feelings of the Of. 
ficers who are thus injuriouſly treated; fince . 
the good lady would, in all probability, ap- 
1 70 very” near to, if ſhe bad- not already 
N | paſſed 
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paſſed her grand climacteric. Little danger 
need therefore be apprehended, of the Peer's 
ſuffering much from ſuch maternal ſolicita- 
tions; but, as his Lordſhip ſaid, © Ridicule 
40 apart.“ Let us ſeriouſly view the ſubſe- 
quent part of his Lordſhip's ſpeech, one paſ. 


ſage of which, as Lord Rawdon juſtly obſerv- 


ed, went ſo far as to ſhut the door complete- 
« ly againſt enquiring into the conduct of the 
* Firſt Lotd of the Admiralty on any occafion:” 
Who that heard his Lordſhip exclaim, Le 
«& Parliament place a due confidence in a Firſt 


Lord of the Admiralty, and ſuffer bim io txer- 


&* iſe the diſtretion that belonged to bis ſituation, 
* unmolefted by their interference,” but | muſt 
feprecate the day, when an opinion fraught 
with ſuch ill conſequences ſhould be adopted. 
That his Lordſhip ſhould have an averſion to 
a Parliamentary interference is not indeed 
ſurpriſing, HGnce it is in the memory of every 
man, that ſuch neceſſary interference, at a 
time when the Naval affairs of this count 
try were in a very bad ſtate, was the means 
of his Lordſhip's refigning that ſituation. 
It was rather ſtrange chat after having re- 
commended it to Parliament not to interfere, 
his Lordſhip ſhould immediately acknowledge 
the W of the Firſt Lord, and the 
right 
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right of the Houſe to“ inſtitute an enquiry,” 

wheneyer a complaint was made of a breach 
of truſt, 'or ©* improper conduFt.” Such an en- 
quiry muſt originate from the motion or com- 
plaint of ſome Member. The rejection of the 
Captains, which occafioned the motion of 
Lord Ram don, was certainly deemed injurious, 

not only to the individuals, but to the Naval 
Service in general; or the motion would not 
have been made. It was oſtenſibly the act of 
the Firft Lord, and therefore, improper conduft®* 
in him; as ſuch, even by his Lordſhip's own 
doctrine, the Houſe have a right to interfere, 
That partiality in the promotion of Officers, 
eſpecially to the rank of Admirals, is an * im. 
& proper conducł in a Firſt Lord, will not, I 
believe, be controverred ; as ſuch bad effects 
muſt be produced thereby, as are too evident 
to need particularizing, What proofsare there, 
but the Firſt Lord's own words, that this par- 

tiality does not exiſt ; and his word is jn oppo- 
ſition to the general ſentiment. The neglect | 
of meritorious Officers, by creating uneaſineſs, 
diſcontent and diſguſt, is an important conſi- 
deration, which demands the attention of Par- 
lament ; but this cannot be deemed an in- 
fringement on the prerogatives of the Crown, 
or its delegation « of that prerogative. Had it 

Na . been 
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been „ to inſtitute, what Parliament 
bas a right to inſtitute, an enquiry into the im- 
proper conduct of the Firſt Lord; though 
more formal and regular, it would have been 
deemed raſh and ſevere; but becauſe the more 


lenient: method: was adopted, to addreſs. your 


Majeſty. to ſthew ſome mark of your Royal 
favour to the Captains, it was conſtrued to be 


an infringement. Would Parliament in this, at- 
tempt to, dictate who ſhould be preferred ?— 
| No,—they would only have ſolicited to have 
active and diſtinguiſhed merit reſtored from un- 


merited neglect ; to prevent men being contu- 
meliouſly paſſed oyer, who, as Lord Rawdon 
properly ſaid, were looked up to by their 
* whole profeſſion, as Officers of the firſt ability, 
a £ and as fit for command as any,” If Parliament 
in ſuch c caſes did not interfere, who could ? To 
whom was the Marine Miniſter reſponſible ? 
His own words, which Mr. Baſtard. quoted in 


in the Lower Houſe, operate as an argument 
ö againſt himſelf, when he ſtated in his ſpeech 


in the Houſe of Commons, that, the pro- 
kc tection of the Houſe was what Officers 
« looked up to, and what contributed efſen- 
40 tially to keep. emulation . alive.“ How is 
that protection to be given, if the Houſe are 


| W from. "making application to the 


* 


2 Sas Crown 


LN. H 8 
Cron to have their injuries redreſſed, who, 
whilit they were able and willing to render fu- 
ture ſervices to their country, felt themſelves 
rejected, degraded and ſtigmatized ? | 
I muſt, in the next place, requeſt permiſ- 
fion, Sir, to make a few obſervations on what. 
fell from Mr. Pitt, on this occaſion, during 
the debate on Mr. Baſtard's motion in the 
Houſe of. Commons. Mr. Pitt was one of 
the moſt. ſtrenuous advocates in fayour of 
Lord Howe; and yet from bis mouth would 
the conduct of the Houſe be juſtified in taking 
up the buſineſs, if we only once again advert 
to thoſe Officers in the promotion, whoſe names 
I have mentioned ?. Let us, for inſtance, re- 
collect the bodily infirmity of Sir John Lindſay, 
and at the ſame time attend to the Miniſter's 
words, that the Firſt Lord of the. Admiralty 
4 8 had the neceſſary knowledge to enable him 
to judge what Officers had a capacity to 
command; and that he Tvas- reſponſible. to 
that Houſe and to his country if he intruſted 
; the Fleets of Great Britain under the com- 
mand of Officers incompetent to the, N of 
* Commanders. | 
I have already 2 reaſons which evi- 
dently ſhew, that it was not within the compaſs 
boy his Ea W to form a juſt 
125 © Opinion 
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opinion of the ſuperior capacities of the ge- 
nerality of the Captains he has preferred, and 
thoſe he has rejected, and have adduced in- 
ſtances, wherein it is undeniably proved, that 
he has not, in the promotion, attended to what 
he himſelf lays down as a fundamental rule 
in the ſelection of Flag Officers, —that js, cor- 


 Foreal capacity to command. Mr. Pit!'s language 


will therefore convict him in theſe inſtances, 
where he ſays, “ it was the duſy of a Firſt Lord 
* the Admiralty to remark that differ ence, and 


| « act upon the diſtinciĩon. 


Before I conclude, I cannot help 8 
that it ill befitted the pie Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, who owes almoſt all he poſſeſſes to the 
Navy, but who ungratefully takes every op- 
portunity of propoſing and promoting all 
mean and pitiful regulations, which can curtail | 


the privileges or emoluments of the officers | 
. belonging to it, ſhould have been the laft man 
in the world to have oppoſed the motion for a 


fair rotation in the adyancement of Officers to . 


Flags. That he is the fine qua non, and the ſha- 


dow, in the Lower Houſe, of the Firſt Lord, is 
well fnown ; therefore, it is not a wonder chat 
he ſhould take upon him to declare, he well 
% brews” his Lordſhip acted on principles of 
&« %. — W ” This Admiralty Lord 

would 


( 9s J 
would. have done well to have informed hs 
Houſe how he attained his knowledge, other» 
wiſe than from the aſſurance of the Prefident of 


the Board, He will not ſurely pretend to ſay 


that he had any judgement of his own to direct 


his opinion; for it would be very difficult to ſay, 
for what qualification, except as a Calculator, 
he holds a place at the Board. Deficient in 
nautical, as he is in political knowledge, he is 
only fit to aſſiſt the noble Lord in his curioug 
inveſtigations of the minutiæ of trivial accounts 
and receipts, 4 buſineſs only proper for inferior 


clerks in the Navy Office. Hence originated 


the paltry ſavings which are a diſgrace to the 


Admiralty and the nation, ſuch as ſtopping a 


-» 


few ſhillings from an Officer's ſubſiſtence, &e. 
hence, the pitiful regulations, which, by impli- 


cation, accuſe every Officer of being a ſcoundrel 
and a cheat, whom Government dares not en- 
truſt with balf-a-crown ; for the expenditure of 


which a receipt, and an oath, are now required. 


This man, the near relative of a late Naval Offi- 


cer, —this man, who, but for Naval Officerz 
muſt have ſtill remained in his original obſcu · 


rity, has the effrontery to ſtand up in a place he 
ſo unworthily fills, and, by his feeble efforts, en- 
deavour to obſtruct Captains of the Navy from 
raining the ſituations their merit entitles them 
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It is A pleaſing circumſtance however, 
that his infignificancy. renders his ingratitude 
ineffectual ; as whatever he ſays, evaporates like 
the air from a bubble, that is ſcarce attended 
to by the ſpectator. His vapouring challenge 
to the Houſe, either to impeach the noble Lord, 
or to addreſs your Majeſty for his removal, was 


in the true ſpirit of Bobadil. He © welt knew” 


indeed, that no ſuch challenge would be ac- 
cepted. He well knew” the Miniſter's weight, 
in that Houſe would prevent ſuch a circuni- | 
ſtance from taking place, if it had ever been 
agitated ; but he would have been planet 
c ruck with fear, had his temerity provoked 
the honourable mover even to hint an inten- 
tion of the kind. | 

The inſtances 1 have already given are fu 
cient to determine whether the Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, in the Upper Houſe, or his puiſne 


fubſtitute in the Lower Houſe, are entitled to 


credir, i in afferting that impartiality has dictated 
the ſelection in the late promotion. If further 
evidence was neceſſary, where was the imparti- 
ality in ſetting afide Commiſſioner Laforey, and 


giving a flag to Commiſſioner Middleton, and per- 


mitting him ſtill to hold his place as Commiſ- 

fioner and Comptroller of the Navy? The lat- 

ter may be a very good officer, but he has un- 
tor» 
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fortunately never given any oſtenſible proofs” 
of ſuperior abilities, whereby the Noble Lord 
migkt determine his j udgment, or be induced 
to give a - preference The only title to 
ſuperiority of claim, is that of ſtanding two 
names higher _ the Lift than the for- 
mer. a 

When à man of dür — auſterity, 
5 that determined bauteur, which characteriſes 
the Fitſt Lord, condeſcends to telax, in a” 
plan he has once adopted, after he finds it 
meets: with merited cenſure; we may pro- 
nolitiee- it to be à tacit acknowledgement of' 
error! Thus the idea of giving the tejected 
Captains. the Supetannuation - pay of ſeventren 
ſeillings and fir: penct per diem, which at firſt 
cid not exiſt, but which was ſtarted imme 
diatdly on the buſinefs being brought forward 
id Parliament, appears like a ſpecies of con- 
cifiatory attention, produced by a ſelf.convie-! 
tion bf culpability,” This ſaving plati Was a 
btanch of the ſame ſtock of paltry eecorlomy, * 
which has laterly over-fhadowed the Admi- 
ralty regulations, and which has been grafted 
ak hurtured by the ſagacity and advice of the 
pi lie Lord I have mentioned. Like the œcο] 
my of the other departments of the pteſent Gv- 
ann it is only viſible in N but where 
| O R we 
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we ſhould expect to meet with it, it is loſt 
in profuſion. Whilſt we reflect on the deſ- 
picable parſimony that dictated a retrench- 
ment, we may fairly aſk his Lordſhip, Why 
the promotion was made? What abſolute 
neceſſity required ſo precipitate a creation of 
Flag Officers? As a profeſſional man, I am 
highly gratified in ſeeing ſuch a promotion 
take place; but in conſdexing it politically, 
under a Government profeſſing ceconomy,'the 
circumſtance muſt ſtand. condemned, as a pro- 
fuſe and unneceſſary encreaſe of public ex- 
pence. The exigency ot the times certainly 
did not require it. A war exiſted only in ap- 
prehenſion; and until it had actually taken 
place, no plea of neceſſity could be eſtabliſh- 
ed. If expediency is urged, it would be as 
degrading to thoſe Admirals who were pre- 
viouſly opon the Liſt, as the rejection is to 
thoſę Captains who are paſſed by in the late 
promotion. His Lordſhip might as well have 
Jaid to the former, War is apprehended, I 
8 cc muſt have Admirals to command the Fleet. 
« „1 have. examined: the preſent Liſt of Admi- 
6 * rals, and I find you. are ſuch a parcel of 
« old women, that you .are.utterly incapable 
« of ſervice... Iam. therefore; as I dare not 
a « not truſt you, under the neceſſity of creat- 
ing, 


* 
* 
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< ing, in time, SIXTEEN new Admirals.“ Such: 
are certainly the ſentiments implied by. the 
haſty promotion. How does his Lordſhip re- 
concile to the public economy; the meaſure 
of ſweeping $1xTY Captains off the Lift:at 
one ſtroke, out of which number fixteen are 
on pay as Admirals, ſome of whom never can 
be uſeful at ſea; and near forty ſuperannuated 
Captains on the Pay a en Ty and 
per day. | 1199 3 
It ' muſt be a — catisfadtion to every 
well-wiſher of the Navy of Great Britain, to 
find that Mr. Baſtard,” with that liberzlity 
which does him honour, is again bringing the 


| matter forward in the Houſe of Commons, in 


ſpite of the oppoſition made to it by the Mi- 
niſters in each department, and their adher- 
ents. It is to be hoped, in the cauſe af in- 
jured merit, in a cauſe wherein che proſperity 
of the Navy is ſo intimately concerned, he 
wilt meet the firm and ſteady ſupport of num- 
bers. The Navy look up to your Majeſty 
and the Houſe for protection. Permit them 
not, Sir, to be deceived in their hopes. Let 
them ſhare your Royal Bounty, and encourage 
them to relinquiſh the idea, which has long 
prevailed, that a preference for the Army 

prevails in your —— s breaſt, which, like 
| a pru- 
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#danjjers could deter them in the protection 
aud venicicale of your honeur and dighity Þ 
MW Net the mere performance of à duty, would 
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guide their actions; an impulſe more noble 
W | would inſpire them; the aggrandiaement of 
[i a country- which rewarded, and their affection 


f | | Believe me, Royal Sir, cke ſentiments of your 


* . Officers- wind univerſally ſuch, as 


"ſh E weakly: do n * 
4 ! % E 
„„ , 
8 
" 
Ft 5 * 
vir? 
tee 
| 0 
„ ” 


1 moft obedient Sagen raren yant,.. 
wm * iche — ell | ms 3 (renn 1 


9 - 
- 
Saad hn * 


, HALFPAY, QBFICER, 


w% af 4; 1 


"vl | . 8 22e 


1s * „ 
* THF To © + wo % 
J . 


1 + AFP DP , 48 * 77 =. - 

1 ISN aue; 92 39 AG#T VIEUL ORE” eee 
WW | - = "C4 
408 K TY 4 . 1 ; 

WE, | 7 12044 f * 7 Nr n A * 
"i +a 4s 44 Acre: 1 * a — * F - - wi % » 4 —y 8 4 * 7 
4 Y 9 7 4 * 

1 erer e 78 
1 | oY — with. » w ** «4 „ PE 44 2 - ” 4 of Wi * * ** 1 
1 @ 
wm 1 1 r * 3 8 SE | 
LY, | 4.08% $34 $ ©. ms % $ £3 + 4 er "% Cas a s "£4 N 19 2 1 5 | p , 
4 ARM Las 4 3 4 4 4 4 - . 242 p 
* * 3 89 * „ . . o 2 
1 - a - * 9% * 
1 - = A * * : « * 2 * * 5 * > 
j LO» KI 24 44 4 if 581 1 49 * e. + 7 185 "© 
\ * . 
» ” 0 T ' * « 
| * 2 N a A+ rr „ Ws . * 177 
Ai 440 & © * 3 7 1 5 A 28 * 41 * 1 5 - 
72? f P 4 NN 7 5 
5 Fs s $: LY * = 14 D - $4 E 7 % 
94 - 4a « * «4 7 — 7 #'@. w — « #.4 — 5 * 2 > 
| } N e 4, . 's 4 
© - + 2 ** 
6 * - * 
© 
1 


